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LETTER TO THE CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Re: Request for Conference Executive Committee Action
to Submit Request to the NAD Executive Committee

Dear Members of the Conference Executive Committee,

The Coloma SDA Church Board submits the enclosed Adopted Church Board Action, Requested Conference 
Executive Committee Action, and supporting evidence concerning publicly documented LGBTQ-related 
institutional matters conflicting with Seventh-day Adventist biblical and voted standards. These matters affect  
our local church and Conference territory and require division-level action for the reasons set forth in the 
enclosed actions and supporting materials.

Our Church Board requests that the Conference Executive Committee place the enclosed Requested 
Conference Executive Committee Action titled “Request for NAD Executive Committee Action on Publicly 
Documented LGBTQ-Related Institutional Matters Conflicting With Biblical and Voted Standards” as a 
separate agenda item on its agenda, distribute the complete packet to its members, consider and adopt the 
requested action for submission to the NAD Executive Committee, and provide our Church Board the requested 
written response.

The enclosed Adopted Church Board Action sets forth the complete requirements of our request, and the 
remaining materials provide the requested Conference action and supporting evidence.

Respectfully,

Enclosed:
- Adopted Church Board Action
- Requested Conference Executive Committee Action
- Supporting Evidence Documentation

Inquiries: 
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ADOPTED CHURCH BOARD ACTION

In this Church Board Action:
- "Conference" means the 
- "NAD" means the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists.

WHEREAS, Seventh-day Adventist doctrine and biblical and voted standards apply to the documented 
institutional matters, and GC Working Policy calls Church leadership to fidelity to those standards, spiritual 
accountability, and candid institutional examination;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters arise in the NAD, and their impact extends beyond their 
originating territories to our local church and Conference territory, affecting members, families, youth, visitors, 
Bible-study interests, churches, schools, and the Church’s public witness. The matters are summarized in 
Evidence Summary A and Evidence Summary B and documented in Exhibit A and Exhibit B;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters have persisted over multiple years, rendering continued 
inaction untenable;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters require division-level action because they affect the 
Church’s biblical and voted standards, remain unresolved, and have cross-territorial impact. Our Conference, 
through its representatives on the NAD Executive Committee, has a responsibility to uphold those standards, 
raise these matters, seek timely formal action, and seek transparent institutional accountability;

WHEREAS, our local church, as a constituent church of our Conference, brings these matters before the 
Conference Executive Committee, which acts on behalf of the Conference constituency;

THEREFORE, our Church Board:

VOTED, to submit to the Conference Executive Committee this Adopted Church Board Action, the enclosed 
Requested Conference Executive Committee Action titled “Request for NAD Executive Committee Action on 
Publicly Documented LGBTQ-Related Institutional Matters Conflicting With Biblical and Voted 
Standards,” and its supporting evidence summaries and exhibits;

VOTED, to request that A) the Requested Conference Executive Committee Action be placed as a separate 
agenda item on the agenda for the next meeting of the Conference Executive Committee, B) the complete PDF 
packet, including our Church Board cover letter, this Adopted Church Board Action, the Requested Conference 
Executive Committee Action, and its supporting evidence, be distributed in full and without alteration to all 
Conference Executive Committee members, C) the Conference Executive Committee consider and adopt the 
requested action for submission to the NAD Executive Committee, or adopt an action equivalent in scope and 
effect that does not omit, materially narrow, or weaken any response, reporting, public-statement, public-
disposition, deadline, deficiency, or further-action requirement of the requested action, and D) any adopted 
action and its supporting evidence be formally submitted to the NAD Executive Committee within fifteen (15) 
days of adoption.

VOTED, to request that our Church Board receive a written response from the Conference Executive 
Committee within twenty (20) days after the next meeting of the Conference Executive Committee. The response
shall state separately whether A) the Requested Conference Executive Committee Action was placed on the 
agenda, B) the complete PDF packet was distributed in full and without alteration to all Conference Executive 
Committee members, C) the Conference Executive Committee considered the requested action, and D) the 
requested action was adopted, amended, referred, deferred, declined, or otherwise acted upon. The response 
shall also E) include the relevant minute entry, certified extract, or other official action record documenting the 
result and final text of any adopted action, F) if the Requested Conference Executive Committee Action was not 
adopted in the form submitted by our Church Board, state the specific reasons for any amendment, referral, 
deferral, decline, or other disposition and, in case of referral or deferral, identify the receiving body or meeting, 
and G) if a Conference request for NAD Executive Committee action was submitted to the NAD Executive 
Committee, include the full, unaltered text submitted.

Date: Adopted by vote: 
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REQUESTED CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTION

Request for NAD Executive Committee Action on Publicly Documented
LGBTQ-Related Institutional Matters Conflicting With Biblical and Voted Standards

The Executive Committee of the 
requests that A) this Conference request be placed as a separate agenda item on the agenda of the next NAD 
Executive Committee meeting, B) this Conference request and all supporting evidence submitted with it be 
retained as one complete package and distributed in full and without alteration to every NAD Executive 
Committee voting member, and C) this Conference request be presented to the NAD Executive Committee itself 
for consideration and recorded vote, and not be screened out, declined, deferred, administratively resolved, or 
otherwise disposed of in lieu of Executive Committee consideration and vote.

WHEREAS, Seventh-day Adventist doctrine and biblical and voted standards affirm that Scripture 
establishes humanity as “male and female” (Gen. 1:27), marriage as a man being “joined to his wife” so that they
“become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24), and Jesus as reaffirming this creation order: “He who made them at the 
beginning ‘made them male and female’” and “the two shall become one flesh” (Matt. 19:4-6). Scripture prohibits 
a man lying “with a male as with a woman,” declaring, “it is an abomination” (Lev. 18:22), and identifies both 
female and male same-sex relations as contrary to the creation order: “their women exchanged the natural use 
for what is against nature,” and “likewise also the men” left “the natural use of the woman,” with “men with men 
committing what is shameful” (Rom. 1:26-27). Scripture further warns that neither “homosexuals, nor sodomites” 
will “inherit the kingdom of God,” while proclaiming transformation: “such were some of you. But you were 
washed … sanctified … justified” (1 Cor. 6:9-11). Consistent with this biblical understanding of humanity as male
and female, and of marriage as their one-flesh union, Fundamental Belief 23 of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church affirms marriage as the union of a man and a woman;

WHEREAS, the Seventh-day Adventist remnant mission requires fidelity to biblical and voted standards. 
Scripture identifies the remnant as keeping God’s commandments, upholding the testimony of Jesus, and 
proclaiming the Three Angels’ Messages (Rev. 12:17; 14:6–12);

WHEREAS, the Seventh-day Adventist Church calls for spiritual accountability and review. The GC 
Working Policy (2021/22 edition), in Total Commitment to God - A Declaration of Spiritual Accountability in the 
Family of Faith (A 15, including A 15 55), assigns the General Conference and its divisions responsibility for the 
Church’s spiritual life and mission, while A 15 05 calls for candid institutional examination, stating that “the 
Church as a whole must ask and answer the hard questions,” that “nothing should be excluded from these 
questions,” and that this challenge “calls for a frank and analytical approach,” with much “to be gained from 
careful and thoughtful evaluation of … organizational life”;

WHEREAS, two publicly documented institutional matters in the NAD involve the following entities:

A) 2004-2026: Southern California Conference (SCC)
LGBTQ Pastor in same-sex relationship and LGBTQ-Affirming Glendale City Church

Documented pastoral service for decades while in a same-sex relationship, together with LGBTQ-affirming
positions and acts of Glendale City Church (a SCC constituent church), both knowingly and consistently 
supported by past and current SCC leadership through repeated public affirmation, pastoral participation, 
and official recognition. These matters conflict with Seventh-day Adventist biblical and voted standards. 
See Evidence Summary A and Exhibit A.

B) 2018-2026: La Sierra University (LSU) & Southeastern California Conference (SECC)
LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School, Lavender Graduations and Presidential Medallion

Documented LGBTQ-affirming activities involving LSU include Lavender Graduations since 2020 with 
participation by LSU administrators, LSU Church pastors, and faculty, and the 2026 selection of an 
LGBTQ Caucus legislator as commencement speaker and Presidential Medallion recipient. The LSU 
Church Kinship Sabbath School has operated since 2018 with the support and participation of LSU 
Church leadership (LSU Church, a SECC constituent church). These matters conflict with Seventh-day 
Adventist biblical and voted standards. See Evidence Summary B and Exhibit B.

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters arise in the NAD, are widely and publicly accessible 
across conference and union boundaries, and have effects beyond the territories in which they originated, 
including actual impact within our Conference upon members, families, youth, Bible-study interests, educational 
institutions, churches, pastoral ministry, evangelism, member confidence, and the Church’s public witness;
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WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters have persisted for multiple years and remain unresolved. 
To the knowledge of our Conference Executive Committee, there has been no publicly available official action by
the identified denominational entities applying Seventh-day Adventist biblical and voted standards. These 
circumstances have reached a point at which continued inaction is no longer tenable;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters require a clear and public institutional response because 
they conflict with Seventh-day Adventist biblical and voted standards, involve public institutional conduct, and 
affect member confidence and the Church’s public witness;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters fall within NAD division administrative responsibilities of 
its Executive Committee and officers: Working Policy B 40 55 recognizes Executive Committee authority in 
matters of division administration and counsel, and B 40 30 assigns administrative oversight and counsel 
responsibilities to the NAD president;

WHEREAS, the documented institutional matters require division-level action in light of the foregoing biblical 
standards, unresolved status, and cross-territorial impact. Conferences and other denominational entities 
represented on the NAD Executive Committee share responsibility, through their representatives, to raise these 
matters, seek timely formal action, uphold those standards, and seek transparent reporting and institutional 
accountability. Any unwritten expectations or conventions are subordinate to that responsibility and must not 
hinder it, including expectations that a conference should not address matters originating outside its territory;

WHEREAS, this action is limited to the two documented institutional matters specifically identified above;

THEREFORE, in view of these WHEREAS clauses and supporting evidence, our Conference Executive 
Committee requests that the NAD Executive Committee receive and retain this action and evidence as one 
package, consider and adopt it, and, through the itemized process below, address the two documented matters:

REQUESTED PROCESS

1. Process Steps: This action shall include: A) identification of applicable standards and preparation, sub-
mission, and distribution of the NAD written report (Paragraphs 2-4), B) official written responses by the 
named entities (Paragraphs 5-7), C) entity public statements (Paragraph 8), D) identification of deficiencies 
(Paragraphs 9-10), E) NAD Executive Committee consideration and vote (Paragraph 11), F) public dispo-
sition (Paragraph 12), G) deadline compliance (Paragraph 13), and H) further action (Paragraph 14).

APPLICABLE STANDARDS AND NAD WRITTEN REPORT

2. Applicable Standards: For this action, these are the Seventh-day Adventist biblical and voted standards 
relevant to the documented matters, including Fundamental Belief 23, “Marriage and the Family,” as voted 
by the General Conference in Session, together with applicable Church Manual, GC Working Policy, 
credentialing and accreditation standards.

3. Written Report Contents: The NAD Executive Officers shall prepare an itemized written report, issued by 
the NAD president on their behalf, by the stated deadline, addressing each documented matter separately. 
For each matter, the report shall: A) identify the applicable standards, B) include the unredacted written 
entity responses required under Paragraphs 5-7 and any entity public statements issued under Paragraph 
8, C) state whether the NAD Executive Officers affirm or dispute that the matter conflicts with the applicable 
standards, D) state each responding entity’s reported status as corrected, unresolved, continuing, or will not
be corrected and, if corrected, include the Paragraph 6(D) particulars, E) identify each Paragraph 9 
deficiency, and F) state the factual, policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary basis for each conclusion.

4. Written Report Deadline and Distribution: The NAD Executive Officers shall submit the written report     
to the NAD Executive Committee no later than sixty (60) days after adoption of this action by the NAD 
Executive Committee. The written report, all unredacted written responses received under Paragraphs 5-7, 
and all entity public statements issued under Paragraph 8 shall be distributed to all NAD Executive 
Committee voting members at least seven (7) days before its consideration.

ENTITY WRITTEN RESPONSES AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS

5. Written Response Entities and Deadline: Each named entity below shall provide, separately and in its 
own name, an official institutional written response issued by its president on behalf of the entity no later 
than forty-five (45) days after adoption of this action by the NAD Executive Committee. Related supporting 
material shall not replace the required institutional response:
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A) Southern California Conference (SCC)
Concerning a pastor serving for decades while in a same-sex relationship, with ministerial activity 
continuing through 2026, and Glendale City Church’s LGBTQ-affirming positions (a SCC constituent 
church), both knowingly tolerated and repeatedly supported by Conference leaders.

B) La Sierra University (LSU)
Concerning the LGBTQ-affirming Kinship Sabbath School since 2018, Lavender Graduations since 
2020 involving LSU leadership and faculty, and the 2026 selection of an LGBTQ Caucus legislator as 
commencement speaker and Presidential Medallion recipient.

C) Southeastern California Conference (SECC)
Concerning the LGBTQ-affirming Kinship Sabbath School since 20thi18 and Lavender Graduations 
since 2020 conducted through or at LSU Church, a SECC constituent church, with participation by LSU 
Church pastors employed by SECC.

6. Written Response Contents: Each named entity’s written response shall state: A) whether the entity 
acknowledges, disputes, or denies that the documented matter occurred, B) whether it acknowledges or 
disputes that the matter conflicts with applicable standards and the factual, policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary
basis for its position, C) whether the matter has been corrected, remains unresolved, is continuing, or will 
not be corrected, and D) if corrected, what was corrected, the action taken, who authorized and imple-
mented it, and the dates of authorization and implementation. Any proposed, promised, partial, or 
incomplete correction shall be reported as unresolved until completed.

7. Entity Position on Unauthorized or Unofficial Acts: If a named entity states that a documented matter 
was not its official, authorized, or sponsored action but the act of an administrator, institutional leader, 
employee, department, or subordinate entity, the named entity shall nevertheless state its official institu-
tional position. It shall state: A) whether it acknowledges, disputes, or denies that the matter occurred,       
B) whether it acknowledges or disputes that the matter conflicts with applicable standards and the factual, 
policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary basis for its position, and C) whether the matter has been corrected, 
remains unresolved, is continuing, or will not be corrected, including whether the entity disavows, tolerates, 
or permits it, subject to Paragraph 6.

8. Entity Public Statements: Because the documented matters were public events or publicly reported 
matters, each named entity shall issue and make publicly accessible, through an official communication 
channel, a written statement by its president on behalf of the entity no later than forty-five (45) days after 
adoption of this action by the NAD Executive Committee and before the NAD written report is finalized and 
distributed. The statement shall identify: A) the documented matter, B) the applicable standards, C) whether
the entity acknowledges or disputes that the matter is in conflict with those standards, D) the entity’s 
present position on the standards as applied to the matter and the factual, policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary 
basis for its position, and  E) whether the matter has been corrected, remains unresolved, is continuing, or 
will not be corrected and, if corrected, the particulars required by Paragraph 6(D). Any proposed, promised, 
partial, or incomplete correction shall be publicly reported as unresolved until completed.

DEFICIENCIES IN ENTITY RESPONSES AND NAD WRITTEN REPORT

9. Deficiencies of Entity Written Responses and Public Statements: The NAD written report shall identify 
each applicable nonresponse, omission, deficiency, unresolved matter, continuing matter, or other failure to 
satisfy this action, including: A) failure by a named entity to provide the written response required by 
Paragraph 5, B) failure to identify the applicable standards, C) failure to state whether the entity 
acknowledges or disputes that the documented matter is in conflict with those standards, D) failure to state 
the entity’s present position and the factual, policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary basis for it, E) failure to state 
the matter’s status as required by Paragraph 6, F) failure to issue and make publicly accessible the 
statement required by Paragraph 8 within forty-five (45) days after adoption of this action by the NAD 
Executive Committee, G) failure to include any element required by Paragraph 8, H) substitution of a 
subordinate-entity or individual response for the named entity’s official institutional response, or I) any claim 
of correction that fails to satisfy Paragraph 6, including any proposed, promised, partial, or incomplete 
correction not identified as unresolved.

10. Deficiencies of NAD Written Report: The NAD written report shall fail this action’s reporting requirements 
if it omits, incompletely addresses, or materially misstates any element required by Paragraph 3, or fails to 
identify each applicable deficiency required by Paragraph 9.
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NAD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REVIEW, PUBLIC DISPOSITION, AND FOLLOW-UP

11. Executive Committee Review and Vote: When the NAD written report is submitted, the NAD Executive 
Committee shall consider it as a separate agenda item and record findings by vote for each documented 
matter separately: A) whether the report satisfies Paragraph 3, B) each applicable deficiency under 
Paragraph 9 and, if the report does not satisfy Paragraph 3, each omitted, incompletely addressed, or 
materially misstated element and each reporting failure under Paragraph 10, C) for each named entity, 
whether the public statement required by Paragraph 8 was timely issued, made publicly accessible before 
the report was finalized and distributed, and satisfied each requirement of Paragraph 8 and, if not, each 
applicable deficiency, D) each responding entity’s reported status and whether the matter was reported as 
corrected, unresolved, continuing, or will not be corrected and, if reported as corrected, whether the claim 
satisfies Paragraph 6, and E) any action taken or directed by the NAD Executive Committee on this matter.

12. NAD Public Disposition: No later than fifteen (15) days after the vote under Paragraph 11, the NAD 
Executive Officers shall publish and make publicly accessible, through an official NAD communication 
channel, a written disposition by the NAD president on their behalf for each documented matter stating:     
A) whether each required written response was received, B) whether each entity public statement required 
by Paragraph 8 was timely issued, made publicly accessible, and found compliant or deficient under 
Paragraph 11, C) the applicable standards identified, D) whether the NAD Executive Officers affirm or 
dispute that the matter conflicts with those standards and whether each responding entity acknowledges or 
disputes that conflict, E) each entity’s present position on the applicable standards as applied to the matter 
and the factual, policy, doctrinal, and evidentiary basis for that position, F) each responding entity’s reported
status and the matter’s status recorded under Paragraph 11 as corrected, unresolved, continuing, or will not
be corrected; if corrected, the Paragraph 6(D) particulars; and each deficiency recorded under Paragraph 
11, and G) the action recorded by the NAD Executive Committee under Paragraph 11. A public disposition 
that omits, incompletely addresses, or materially misstates any required element shall fail this action’s 
public-disposition requirements.

13. Deadline Compliance: The deadlines in Paragraphs 4, 5, 8, and 12 are material requirements of this 
action and shall not be extended except by recorded vote of the NAD Executive Committee stating the 
specific reason and establishing definite revised deadlines, including any necessary adjustment to the 
report-distribution schedule. A revised deadline shall be subject to the same requirements and 
consequences as the original deadline.

A) If a named entity misses either the written-response deadline under Paragraph 5 or the public-
statement deadline under Paragraph 8, the NAD Executive Committee shall record the missed 
deadline as a nonresponse or deadline deficiency, identify the affected matter as unresolved until the 
missed requirement is satisfied, and place the matter under Paragraph 14. A later submission shall not 
erase the recorded deadline deficiency.

B) If the NAD written-report deadline under Paragraph 4 is missed, the NAD Executive Committee shall 
record the failure as a report deficiency, treat each matter not timely reported as unresolved and the 
report as failing this action’s reporting requirements, and place each affected matter under Paragraph 
14. If the Paragraph 4 report-distribution requirement is not satisfied, the Committee shall record a 
distribution deficiency and place each affected matter under Paragraph 14.

C) If the NAD public-disposition deadline under Paragraph 12 is missed, the NAD Executive Committee 
shall record the failure as a deadline deficiency and place each affected matter under Paragraph 14. A 
later publication shall not erase the recorded deadline deficiency.

14. Further Action: If an unresolved documented matter, entity deficiency, report deficiency, distribution 
deficiency, deadline failure, or deficient public disposition is or should be identified under Paragraphs 9-13, 
the NAD Executive Committee shall place each affected matter on the agenda of the next NAD Executive 
Committee meeting for recorded consideration and further action consistent with Seventh-day Adventist 
biblical and voted standards and policy.
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE SUMMARY -- A
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE (SCC)

1. EXHIBITS A.1-A.11 | 2004-2025 | Conference Support of LGBTQ Pastor & Glendale City Church

Lind’s stated views and legacy. Leif Lind states that he feels honored to have been “the only openly gay 
Adventist pastor … who was able to continue serving my congregation for these 20 years” (A.1/23). He links 
LGBTQ+ equality to women’s ordination, stating that both are related issues “depending on how you interpret the
Scriptures” (A.1/22), and warns that polarization within the Church over LGBTQ+ equality may lead to formal 
division and that “in reality, the schism is practically already underway” (A.1/20).

Lind’s ministerial background and Glendale service. Ordained in 1980, Lind lost his ministerial credentials 
after coming out as gay in 1996 but retained his ordination (A.1/11–12). In 1997, he met Taylor Ruhl at an SDA 
Kinship Kampmeeting. They entered a civil union in 2000 and held a wedding ceremony in 2008 officiated by an 
Adventist pastor (A.1/16). In 2004, Lind was called to serve as an associate pastor at Glendale City Church in 
the Southern California Conference (SCC), working there until 2025 (A.1/13–15). For over 20 years, except for 
about two Sabbath mornings each year during holidays, he served weekly by preaching, teaching, planning 
worship, preparing the bulletin, arranging prayers and Scripture readings, performing administrative work, or 
carrying out other pastoral duties (A.1/18). He also performed at least one same-sex marriage at Glendale City 
Church and several other same-sex and heterosexual ceremonies elsewhere while serving there (A.1/19).

Conference accommodation of Lind. Lind states that the conference allowed Glendale to provide a “safe 
haven for the LGBTQ+ community” (A.1/13), despite criticism from neighboring conservative churches and 
pressure from higher denominational bodies, including the General Conference (A.1/14). He states that the 
conference initially refused to cooperate with General Conference demands concerning his ministry but later 
relented, apologized to him, and requested his resignation, but Glendale then established a separate payroll 
arrangement that allowed Lind to continue serving at Glendale until his retirement in 2025 (A.1/15).

Conference interaction and recognition of Lind. Selected events from 2013 through 2023 document Lind’s 
continuing public performance of pastoral functions, concurrent platform participation by conference officers, 
and, in several instances, express conference recognition of Lind or favorable statements concerning Glendale. 
At a 2013 ordination service for a female pastor, Lind led the congregational affirmation and participated in the 
laying on of hands together with the SCC President, executive secretary, and LA Metro Region director (A.2). In 
2014, the local conference president invited Lind to share his life story with the conference organizing committee
and answer questions during a two-hour session (A.1/19–20). In 2015, Lind prayed for and participated in laying 
on of hands on newly elected SCC President Velino Salazar before Salazar preached at Glendale (A.3). At 
Glendale’s 110-year anniversary in 2016, Salazar congratulated the congregation for its “progressive ministry,” 
while Lind officiated and was named among Glendale’s pastors in prayer (A.4). Later that year, Lind officiated 
when SCC Executive Secretary John Cress preached and told the congregation that it was “great to be with you”
(A.5). In 2017, Lind officiated and joined SCC President Salazar and the SCC LA Metro Region director in laying
on of hands on another minister (A.6). In 2022, Lind officiated when SCC President Cress preached and said, 
“thank you, Pastor Lind,” and told the congregation, “I love coming here” (A.7). In 2023, SCC LA Metro Region 
Director Chan preached as Lind led worship and prayer. Chan publicly stated, “Thank you, Leif, for your ministry 
here,” while the bulletin listed both Chan and Lind as members of Glendale’s pastoral search committee (A.11).

Glendale’s LGBTQ-affirming theology. Glendale presented explicit LGBTQ-affirming theology, with Lind 
repeatedly responding with public statements of appreciation. In 2022, Alicia Johnston taught that same-sex 
marriage and transgender identity could be understood as biblically valid, “good and holy,” and sanctified by 
God, after which Lind thanked her for “sharing your wisdom with us” (A.8). In 2023, Glendale conducted an SDA 
Kinship Sabbath at which Pastor Todd Leonard described the congregation as intentionally “open and affirming,”
while SDA Kinship President Floyd Poenitz explained the organization and invited LGBTQ persons, families, and
allies to participate, with Lind thanking the speakers for their courage and for standing up for others (A.9). During
Pride Month in 2023, non-SDA pastor Aaron Van Voorhis preached that “the gospel should be understood as the
queering of God” and that LGBTQ love, bodies, gender, and sexual identity were “holy and good and godly” and 
“fully affirmed,” after which Lind thanked him for his message of inclusivity, acceptance, and divine love (A.10).

2. EXHIBITS A.12-A.13 | 2025-2026 | Conference Support at LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service

Farewell recognition of Lind (February 2025). On February 1, 2025, Glendale held a “service of recognition” 
celebrating Lind’s “remarkable and dedicated ministry” to Glendale to “honor his years of faithful service” 
according to the bulletin, identifying Taylor Ruhl as “his husband” (A.12/1-2). The Call to Worship section stated, 
“God who has sent us Pastor Leif Lind to be our shepherd” (A.12/3). Lind delivered the sermon and benediction.
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Glendale Senior Pastor affirms Lind. Senior Pastor Uriel Herinirina described the farewell service as a “sacred
moment,” honored Lind and Ruhl together, characterized Lind’s life as a “journey of a ‘faithful servant’” and Lind 
as “a testament of what faithfulness to something sacred [is],” and thanked God for “calling and anointing Pastor 
Leif into the work of ministry” (A.12/10).

Current and former Conference officers affirm Lind. SCC Executive Secretary Danny Chan stated at the 
service that it had been his privilege to collaborate with Lind and conveyed “tremendous gratitude” for nearly 
twenty-one years of service, thanking him “from all of us here at Southern California Conference” for his ministry 
(A.12/13). SCC President John Cress stated that Lind’s compassion, empathy, and care reflected Christ’s love 
and that his ministry had made a “lasting impact” (A.12/14). Former SCC President Velino Salazar expressed his
“appreciation for the ministry that Leif Lind has done,” stating that his ministry had influenced many lives, and 
expressed his wish for the “Lord to continue blessing you … and your ministry” (A.12/15).

Conference representative lays hands on Lind for divine blessing. Glendale’s senior pastor introduced SCC
LA Metro Region Director Brett Poynter, and referred to Lind as a “wonderful minister of our conference,” after 
which Poynter led out in laying hands on Lind together with the elders (A.12/16). Poynter stated that he wished 
Lind could remain in ministry at Glendale longer, that the congregation was healthier because of his service, and
declared, “God is working through you.” In prayer, Poynter thanked God for calling, blessing, empowering, and 
qualifying Lind for ministry, described his “godly character,” asked God to continue blessing his pastoral work, 
and prayed that Glendale would carry on his legacy. He then requested that the Holy Spirit speak through Lind 
when delivering the farewell sermon (A.12/17). Lind expressed his thanks for the conference support (A.12/18).

Continued conference affirmation of Lind (January 2026). When Poynter returned to Glendale City Church 
on January 10, 2026, to preach, he referred to his participation in Lind’s retirement celebration, describing Lind 
as a “man of the Lord” and commending the congregation with “we are proud of you as a conference, the Sister-
hood of Churches.” (A.13). The 120-year anniversary of Glendale followed three weeks later (see below).

3. EXHIBITS A.14-A.16 | 2026 | Conference Support & LGBTQ Pastor at 120-Year Anniversary

120-year anniversary and Glendale’s stated identity (January 2026). Public reporting preceding Glendale’s 
anniversary described the congregation as taking pride in being affirming toward the LGBTQ+ community and 
female leadership, and stated that this advocacy had been foundational to its community for decades (A.14). 
The anniversary bulletin similarly stated that “the paths we’ve chosen might have unsettled or even worried our 
early founders” and that “this church, this holy place … where difference is honored … is led by God,” that “we 
celebrate who we are today” (A.15/1-3), and “we do not discriminate based on … sexual orientation” (A.15/8).

Lind, SDA Kinship, and Glendale’s historical claims. At the 120-year anniversary service, Lind was identified 
as Glendale’s former associate pastor and he conducted the Greetings and Litany of Thanks (A.15/4,10). 
Glendale also presented a message to the church from SDA Kinship International President Floyd Poenitz, 
thanking the congregation for years of support, describing it as a “safe haven,” and expressing appreciation for 
its ministry to LGBTQIA+ (A.15/5,11-13). In his anniversary sermon, Senior Pastor Uriel Herinirina cited as 
sources of joy Glendale’s status as “verified clear as fully LGBTQ+ affirming” and the “first female ordination at 
Glendale … in 2013 … with the support of the conference and union” (A.15/19).

Conference presence and support of Glendale. SCC President John Cress, Executive Secretary Danny 
Chan, Treasurer Kathleen Diaz, and LA Metro Region Director Brett Poynter all attended the anniversary service
and were publicly welcomed as Conference officers present to “support” Glendale (A.15/9,14-15). President 
Cress then read an official Conference letter congratulating Glendale for 120 years of “faithful witness, vibrant 
community, and spirit-led ministry,” and further that it has “stood as one of the earliest enduring progressive 
expressions of Adventist faith,” that “your enduring legacy testifies of God’s faithfulness,” that “we give thanks to 
God for your vibrant community” and “may the Lord continue to richly bless your worship, your witness” 
(A.15/16). Diaz announced a $5,000 conference gift to help Glendale’s ministries “continue to grow and reach 
even more lives,” and “on behalf of the Southern California Conference, thank you for your faithfulness, your 
service, your powerful witness” (A.15/17). The framed letter and gift to the congregation were then publicly 
handed over to the Glendale senior pastor (A.15/18).

Conference video report. A few days after the anniversary service, the Conference published a favorable 
anniversary report, emphasizing Glendale’s history, creative ministry, community engagement, conference gift, 
and attending officers (A.16/1-2), and released a highlight video featuring both Lind and SCC officers (A.16/3-6).

4. EXHIBITS A.17-A.18 | 2026 | Continued Post-Retirement Ministry of LGBTQ Pastor

Lind’s public ministerial activities have continued after retirement. He delivered sermons at the Glendale City 
Church on March 7, 2026 (A.17) and on July 11, 2026 (A.18).
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5. EXHIBITS A.19-A.24 | 2020-2026 | Pride Month and SDA Kinship at Glendale

Pride Month events at Glendale (June 2026). Glendale’s May 30, 2026, bulletin stated that the church 
“celebrates Pride Month with gratitude for God’s love,” and that we “honor our LGBTQ+ siblings,” and that the 
church will mark “Pride Month with two special Sabbath events,” namely “GlendaleOut’s Pride in the Park” and 
“Pride Movie Night at the GCC chapel at 6 pm” (A.20). External reporting documented the event, whose 
attendees, including the Glendale senior pastor, described their purpose as honoring LGBTQ+ persons (A.19). 
The non-SDA GlendaleOUT’s event coverage included a video with the background repetitive soundtrack lyrics: 
“I am not gay. I am supergay” in various languages, also showing the Glendale City Church pastor (A.21).

SCC Executive Secretary delivers sermon at Glendale during Pride Month 2026. In the June 13, 2026, 
bulletin, Glendale welcomed SCC Executive Secretary and Ministerial Director Danny Chan as its sermon 
speaker for that Sabbath (A.22/1-3). The same bulletin page that introduced Chan included a report on the  
Pride in the Park event the previous Sabbath “to show support for our LGBTQIA+ neighbors” (A.22/3). The next 
bulletin page promoted the “Pride Movie Night” two weeks later on Sabbath (A.22/4). When Chan preached, he 
stated that he was “so honored to be back here at the Glendale City Church” and it is an “honor to worship with 
you today … as a family member,” commending Glendale pastors “for all your ministry” (A.22/5-6).

Established Pride Month pattern at Glendale (2020-2025). Glendale’s 2026 activities continued a recurring 
public pattern. In 2020, the church asked how the congregation could “honor and celebrate” Pride Month and 
directed responses to Lind and the other pastors (A.23/1). In 2021–2023, it displayed and circulated a rainbow 
sign identifying Glendale as “An Open & Affirming Community,” posted “Happy Pride Month,” and promoted 
“Sanctuary PRIDE Worship” and Pride Sabbaths (A.23/2-6). Its June 7, 2025, bulletin celebrated Pride Month, 
stating that it “celebrates Pride Month with gratitude for God’s love … that affirms. We honor our LGBTQ+ 
siblings as members of God’s family,” and wishing “Happy Pride Month GCC!” (A.23/7–8).

SDA Kinship relationship with Glendale (1980s-2026). Glendale’s website declares the congregation “Proud 
to Be Affirming,” includes sexual orientation in its inclusivity statement, and identifies Glendale as an LGBTQ 
member church with SDA Kinship International, while also stating “we are in a posture of protest against the 
unjust actions taken by our General Conference” (A.24/1-2). In its February 3, 2026 article, SDA Kinship 
describes Glendale as a longstanding safe haven that has employed an openly gay, same-sex-married pastor, 
thanking Lind for his service, and praising Glendale and its current pastors as a welcoming and affirming 
congregation (A.24/3a-3c). Glendale posted two weeks later that “along with Seventh-day Adventist Kinship 
International,” it believes God’s love embraces everyone regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity 
(A.24/4). SDA Kinship states that the “Bible does not condemn LGBTQIA+ identities” and that its mission is to 
“reconcile faith and LGBTQ identities ... advocating for inclusivity within the SDA community” (A.24/5a-5c).

6. CONCLUSIONS

Long-term pattern. The evidence reflects a continuous progression, not isolated encounters. For approximately 
21 years, Lind served publicly at Glendale with the Conference knowing his sexual orientation and same-sex 
relationship. Conference officers have repeatedly been with him on the platform during worship and ministerial 
acts, recognized his service, and spoken favorably of Glendale. The records also document LGBTQ-affirming 
theology, recurring Pride programming, and a formal relationship with SDA Kinship International.

Current Conference administration support. At Lind’s 2025 farewell service, SCC officers praised Lind’s 
ministry, with the regional director laying hands on him and thanking God for calling, empowering, and qualifying 
him. At Glendale’s 2026 anniversary, multiple Conference officers attended, an official Conference letter praised 
Glendale as an enduring progressive expression of Adventist faith, and the Conference gave a $5,000 gift for 
Glendale’s ministries to continue and grow. Lind has continued preaching in 2026, and Glendale has continued 
its Pride Month activities and its SDA Kinship relations.

Continuity of current Conference officeholders. These actions are not merely remnants of former leadership. 
President John Cress served as executive secretary from 2016–2024, and Executive Secretary Danny Chan as 
LA Metro Region director from 2019–2024, showing continuity among current officeholders (A.25/1). They, as 
well as current LA Metro Region Director Brett Poynter, have participated in various Glendale City Church events
in 2025-2026. Chan preached at Glendale during Pride Month 2026, commending its pastors and ministry. The 
overall evidence therefore directly involves both past and present Conference administrations (A.25/2-5) and 
Glendale City Church pastors (A.26).

Taken together, this sustained, intentional, publicly documented pattern involving SCC conflicts with 
SDA biblical and voted standards, raises issues of institutional accountability, and affects member 
confidence and the Church’s public witness across the NAD, thus warranting submission to the NAD 
Executive Committee for formal consideration and acti
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE SUMMARY -- B
LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY (LSU) &
SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE (SECC)

1. EXHIBITS B.1-B.2 | Up to 2019 | Beginning of the LGBTQ-Affirming Institutional Position

Early development and founding of LGBTQ Sabbath School. LGBTQ initiatives at La Sierra University  
(LSU) grew through Prism and the Psychology Department (B.1/2–3). At the La Sierra University Church (LSU 
Church), lead pastor Chris Oberg’s 2012 sanctuary screening of the movie “Seventh-Gay Adventists” before 
more than 1,500 people began six years of dialogue. In 2018, the LSU Church created a Sabbath School 
explicitly affirming LGBTQ, launched as a Kinship Class, led by two married gay LSU graduates (B.1/14). The 
church issued a welcome statement, resolving to become “fully welcoming and affirming for all LGBT people” 
(B.1/13 & B.2/1), which was voted without dissent by the church board and church business session (B.1/14). 
The LSU Church pastoral staff is described as “accepting and affirming of all of God’s children including 
LGBTQ+ folks” (B.2/2). The Kinship Sabbath School class was founded at La Sierra University “with the support 
of the La Sierra University Church pastors, Board of Directors and Members and Community” (B.3/12).

Southeastern California Conference Implications. The involvement of the LSU Church and its pastors directly
implicates the Southeastern California Conference (SECC) because the LSU Church is a constituent church of 
the SECC, and the LSU Church lead and associate pastors are employed by the SECC (B.15-B.16).

2. EXHIBIT B.3 | 2018-2026 | LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School

The LSU Church Kinship Sabbath School officially started in October 2018 (B.3/5). From its beginnings, it 
portrayed itself as an affirming, church-supported ministry, with the slogan “I am Affirmed - La Sierra University 
Church of Seventh-day Adventists - Kinship Sabbath School” (B.3/1). Through 2020, the class met in person and
regularly promoted itself as “a group of LGBT+ and Allies that meets weekly on Sabbath at La Sierra University 
church. … All LGBT+ and Allies are welcome” (B.3/2-4). At its first anniversary, it celebrated “a year of visibility 
… a year of some of us coming out” (B.3/5-6). During COVID, meetings moved online and remain there today, 
with regular promotions featuring LSU Church pastors and theology graduates (B.3/7-10). In 2023, the class 
hosted and promoted an “SDA Kinship Kampmeeting Conference” at the LSU Church and chapel (B.3/11). In 
2026, SDA Kinship International continues to promote the class as an “affirming, accepting and safe space for 
LGBT+” (B.3/12), while an LSU Church bulletin-board notice states that it provides “Bible study and spiritual 
growth” (B.3/13). The record therefore documents a sustained LSU Church LGBTQ-affirming ministry.

3. EXHIBITS B.4-B.8 | 2020-2026 | LGBTQ Lavender Graduations

Lavender Graduation with university administration, pastors and faculty (2026). On June 5, 2026, LSU 
held its sixth LGBTQ Lavender Graduation (B.7/1-3). Celebrants included “members of the LSU Church pastoral 
staff, LSU faculty and administration” (B.4/1). The university church “senior pastor Iki Taimi offered prayer” 
(B.4/3), as did associate pastor Raewyn Orlich, who also stated that “God, in your love you made a beautiful 
rainbow. Forgive us when we insist on living in black and white” (B.4/9). President Arthur addressed the 
graduates, while former president Wisbey, who “was an early supporter of Kinship Sabbath School’s ministry,” 
also presided (B.4/4,9). Further faculty and administration attendees, among others, were Provost Leslie Martin 
and Professor of Old Testament Wonil Kim (B.4/9).

Unique university administration presence (2026). Kinship Sabbath School founder noted the president’s 
participation, saying “President Arthur has been supportive since day one,” and that Arthur’s presence “buoyed 
graduates and university colleagues alike,” while Kim noted the “importance of seeing the university president 
and interim provost participating in the event,” adding that prior to 2026, “no senior university administrators had 
taken part” (B.4/4,9). President Arthur sees the lavender graduations as “our opportunity to celebrate and bless 
our LGBTQ+ students,” adding that “it is a beautiful and memorable ceremony where we bless, honor, celebrate,
and worship,” that he “gladly participates” and says “unequivocally to our LGBTQ+ students … that there is a 
home for them at La Sierra” (B.5-B.6).

Previous Lavender Graduations (2020-2025). La Sierra University Lavender Graduation event postings can be
found for 2020, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025 (B.8/1-5), all taking place at the La Sierra University Church. This 
record establishes that the 2026 event was not isolated, but continued a recurring and intentional LSU and LSU 
Church practice extending over multiple years.
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4. EXHIBITS B.9-B.11 | 2026 | LGBTQ Commencement Speaker & Presidential Medallion Awardee

LGBTQ speaker and Presidential Medallion Recipient. In June 2026, LSU announced California State 
Senator Sabrina Cervantes as its 2026 Commencement speaker, identifying her as “vice chair of the LGBTQ+ 
Caucus” of openly LGBTQ California legislators (B.9/1–3). LSU also awarded Cervantes its Presidential 
Medallion because her “service reflects La Sierra University’s values” and “exemplifies what we stand for” 
(B.9/4-8). During the ceremony, LSU Board Chair Brad Newton, President of the Pacific Union Conference, was 
on the platform with LSU President Arthur (B.9/9). Arthur stated that he reserves the Presidential Medallion for 
persons whose distinguished service “reflects and represents the values of La Sierra University” (B.9/10). 
Provost Leslie Martin presented the award, accompanied by applause from Brad Newton and others, followed by
Cervantes’ commencement speech (B.9/11-13). Since LSU’s founding in 1990, the Presidential Medallion had 
been awarded only four times before 2026 (B.11).

LGBTQ speaker and Presidential Medallion Recipient Background. Senator Sabrina Cervantes’ public 
record includes a long-standing personal and public identity as a “lesbian,” “proud member of the LGBTQ 
Caucus, as a proud, queer Latina,” references to “my wife and I,” being a “mother of triplets growing up in a 
same-sex family,” and “we are still visible lesbians” (B.10/1). She is an influential member of the California 
Legislative LGBTQ Caucus and was elected its vice chair in 2025 (B.10/2). She has been lead author or 
coauthor of numerous LGBTQ-related bills and resolutions, including annual Pride Month resolutions since 2018 
and legislation concerning teachers, foster care, transgender care, schools, colleges, and the pending 2026 SB 
934, which seeks to expand restrictions on LGBTQ conversion therapy (B.10/3). These aspects of her public 
record were longstanding and publicly accessible before LSU invited her as speaker and Medallion recipient.

5. EXHIBITS B.13-B.14 & B.16 | 2009-2026 | LGBTQ Legacy & Board Trustee Chris Oberg

Chris Oberg - Previous LSU Church lead pastor. Chris Oberg served as lead pastor of La Sierra University 
Church from 2009-2021 (B.16). During this period, the LSU Church developed its explicitly LGBTQ-affirming 
posture, including the 2012 “Seventh-Gay Adventists” screening, the 2018 affirming Sabbath School/Kinship 
Class, and the first documented LSU Lavender Graduation in 2020. Chris Oberg was substantially influential in 
forming the foundation for today’s LGBTQ-affirming position of both LSU and the LSU Church (B.1/13-14).

Chris Oberg - Officiating at the Kris Loewen gender transition rite. After leaving LSU Church in 2021, Chris 
Oberg officiated in the March 2022 “Rite of Transition” for former SECC Adventist pastor Kris Loewen, during 
which she performed the “anointing and renaming” ritual of Kris Loewen into Esther Loewen (B.14).

Chris Oberg - Voted into Board of Trustees. LSU voted Oberg onto its Board of Trustees in 2025. The report 
states that “she previously served for 13 years as lead pastor of La Sierra University Church. She joined the La 
Sierra Board of Trustees in 2025 … where her background and expertise in the higher-ed church community 
have helped inform and advance the board’s work” (B.13/4).

6. CONCLUSIONS

Long-term pattern. The evidence documents sustained LGBTQ affirmation, not isolated events. Since 2018, 
LSU Church has maintained an explicitly LGBTQ-affirming Kinship Sabbath School, while recurring Lavender 
Graduations since 2020 document support involving LSU Church pastors and LSU administration and faculty.

Current institutional support. LSU President Arthur and senior administrators participated in the 2026 
Lavender Graduation, with Arthur stating that LSU “celebrate[s] and bless[es] our LGBTQ+ students.” That same
month, LSU awarded LGBTQ Caucus Vice Chair Sabrina Cervantes its rarely bestowed Presidential Medallion 
because her service “reflects La Sierra University’s values” and exemplifies “what we stand for.”

Continuity and accountability. LGBTQ affirmation developed at LSU Church during Chris Oberg’s tenure as 
lead pastor; after participating in a 2022 gender-transition rite, she joined LSU’s Board of Trustees in 2025. LSU 
Church is an SECC constituent church and its pastors are SECC employees (B.16). The actions therefore reach 
LSU administration (B.12), LSU Board of Trustees (B.13), SECC pastoral oversight of the LSU Church (B.15), 
and the LSU Church lead and associate pastors (B.16).

Taken together, this sustained, intentional, publicly documented pattern involving LSU and SECC 
conflicts with SDA biblical and voted standards, raises issues of institutional accountability, and affects 
member confidence and the Church’s public witness across the NAD, thus warranting submission to the
NAD Executive Committee for formal consideration and actio
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE EXHIBITS
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Evidentiary Preservation Notice

All evidence exhibit screenshots are used solely for evidentiary and source-identification purposes, and are not 
used for commercial purposes, promotion, or as a substitute for the original sources. They are included solely for
governance-related purposes of preserving publicly available sources as related to the specific matters, because
live web links may not preserve the evidentiary record if source pages are later changed, moved, restricted, or 
removed. Each exhibit description line identifies the source and includes a live link to the original source, as valid
at the time of the evidence gathering. Evidence exhibits therefore preserve text, photographs, captions, credits, 
copyright notices, dates or anything else fully as visible within the full or partial pages shown in the exhibits.

Annotation Notice

The evidence exhibit pages, where helpful, contain annotations such as underlinings in red, transparent boxes 
with either red/yellow borders, or text boxes with explanations or clarifications. Annotations have the sole  
purpose of helping the reader to quicker focus on relevant contents or to understand specific contexts. The 
annotations are not part of the original source materials and do not modify the underlying evidence.
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE EXHIBIT -- A
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE (SCC)

Public Documentation Concerning

LGBTQ Pastor, LGBTQ-Affirming Practices at Glendale City Church
and Southern California Conference Support

Occurrence
2004 – Present (2026)
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EXHIBIT A.1/1: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/2: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/3: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/4: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/5: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/6: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/7: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/8: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/9: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/10: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/11: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/12: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/13: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/14: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/15: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/16: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/17: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 37 / 248

EXHIBIT A.1/18: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/19: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/20: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/21: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/22: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/23: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.1/24: Career of LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale City Church.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (April 8, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/views/interviews/the-quiet-witness-and-prodigious-career-of-pioneering-gay-adventist-pastor-leif-lind/
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EXHIBIT A.2/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 02:18)

EXHIBIT A.2/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 21:26 ) / PUC Photo Archive

Velino Salazr
(SCC Secretary)

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Region)

Todd Leonard
(Glendale Pastor)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Cherise Gardner
(Ordination Candidate)

LGBTQ pastor leading the
 congregational affirmation ceremony

SCC officers and local pastors on the 
platform, including LGBTQ pastor

Larry Caviness
(SCC President)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gchudleigh/8690175933/in/album-72157633359665103
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=1286
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=138
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EXHIBIT A.2/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 10:30) / PUC Photo Archive

EXHIBIT A.2/4: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 33:03) / PUC Photo Archive

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Region)

SCC LA Region Director
presenting ordination candidate

Larry Caviness
(SCC President)

SCC President
delivering homily

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gchudleigh/8691293290/in/album-72157633359665103
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=1982
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gchudleigh/8690176591/in/album-72157633359665103
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=630
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EXHIBIT A.2/5: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:06:27)

EXHIBIT A.2/6: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:06:48)

Velino Salazar
(SCC Secretary)

Cherise Gardner
(Ordination Candidate)

Larry Caviness
(SCC President)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Velino Salazar
(SCC Secretary) Cherise Gardner

(Ordination Candidate)

SCC Secretary presenting 
official ordination charge,
asking all minister to stand 
(incl. LGBTQ pastor)

SCC Secretary announcing
the laying on of hands

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Region)

https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=4008
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=3987
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EXHIBIT A.2/7: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:12:52) / PUC Photo Archive

EXHIBIT A.2/8: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:29:13)

Velino Salazar
(SCC Secretary)

Cherise Gardner
(Ordination Candidate)

SCC Secretary announcing
Conference & Union votes

Laying on of hands & prayer
for ordination candidate, with 
LGBTQ pastor participating

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Cherise Gardner
(Ordination Candidate)

https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=5348
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gchudleigh/8691292152/in/album-72157633359665103
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=4351
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EXHIBIT A.2/9: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Female Pastor Ordination of Cherise Gardner (April 27, 2013)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:30:41) / PUC Photo Archive

 

SCC Secretary handing over
Certificate of Ordination

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gchudleigh/8690172331/in/album-72157633359665103
https://youtu.be/7yH3ttY94ak?t=5441
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EXHIBIT A.3/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC President (June 6, 2015)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 27:55)

FULL TRANSCRIPT
Prayer of Blessing with Laying on of Hands on SCC President Velino Salazar

Salazar was elected as conference president about a month before this event.
He had been executive secretary in the same conference for the 15 prior years (2003-2015).

LEIF LIND
Glendale Pastor

“Dear Lord, We continue this morning to uplift Brother Salazar in prayer to you. We have seen throughout 
Scripture and throughout history how your spirit has led men and women to become leaders, to become 
prophets, to become guides within your church. We think all the time from Aaron and Moses up through the 
Scriptures, yes, even to the time of Martin Luther, yes, even to the time of the leaders of Ellen and James White 
as they led out in the starting of this denomination.

And we believe that your spirit will continue to be with us and especially with Pastor Salazar as he leads out in 
this conference. We are reminded from Scripture this morning that we can pray for the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation to guide Elder Salazar and to guide this church as a whole. Help us, Lord, to realize it is not through 
our own might and wisdom but it is through your spirit that we can expect truly great things.

And so at this time, Lord, in faith and conviction because you have promised, we claim that you will now be with 
us and guide us each and guide our leadership within the conference. For we claim this through the name and 
the power of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.”

LGBTQ pastor speaks 
prayer  and lays hand on 
SCC President for divine 
blessings on his ministry.

Velino Salazar
(SCC President)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/9elQkv_H_WA?t=1675
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EXHIBIT A.3/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC President (June 6, 2015)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 29:56)

 
FULL TRANSCRIPT
Response to Prayer of Blessing

Salazar got elected as conference president about a month before this event.
He had been executive secretary in the same conference for the 15 prior years (2003-2015).

VELINO SALAZAR
President, Southern California Conference

“Thank you very much. I am, I am overwhelmed by this expression of love, support, understanding, and unity as 
we move in our mission. And thank you, Pastor Todd, for your invitation, for sharing this pulpit.”

SCC President delivers
sermon at Glendale

Velino Salazar
(SCC President)

https://youtu.be/9elQkv_H_WA?t=1796
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EXHIBIT A.4/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale 110-Year Anniversary Speech by SCC President (Jan. 23, 2016)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 20:04)

EXHIBIT A.4/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale 110-Year Anniversary Speech by SCC President (Jan. 23, 2016)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 27:39) / Leif Lind speaking

SCC President delivers
110-Year anniversary speech
at Glendale

Velino Salazar
(SCC President)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

LGBTQ pastor officiates at
110-Year service where SCC 
President delivers speech

https://youtu.be/ozgvhyQqA1U?t=1659
https://youtu.be/ozgvhyQqA1U?t=1203
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EXHIBIT A.4/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale 110-Year Anniversary Speech by SCC President (Jan. 23, 2016)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:35:02)

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Region Director)

https://youtu.be/ozgvhyQqA1U?t=5702


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 53 / 248

EXHIBIT A.5/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC Secretary (October 15, 2016)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 07:31)

EXHIBIT A.5/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC Secretary (October 15, 2016)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 29:32)

LGBTQ pastor officiates at 
service where SCC Secretary 
delivers sermon

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

SCC Executive Secretary
delivers sermon at Glendale

John Cress
(SCC Secretary)

https://youtu.be/1-2otew1--g?t=1774
https://youtu.be/1-2otew1--g?t=451
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EXHIBIT A.6/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC President (August 5, 2017)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 11:01)

EXHIBIT A.6/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC President (August 5, 2017)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 01:49:51)

LGBTQ pastor officiates at service where  
SCC President and SCC LA Director 
perform blessing & laying on of hands

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Velino Salazar
(SCC President)

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Director)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Gerard Kiemeney
(SCC LA Director)

Velino Salazar
(SCC President)

LGBTQ pastor participates in laying on
of hands with SCC President, and with 
SCC LA Director speaking the prayer

https://youtu.be/bXM4wnxRX1Y?t=6591
https://youtu.be/bXM4wnxRX1Y?t=661
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EXHIBIT A.7/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC Secretary (May 14, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 06:43)

 

EXHIBIT A.7/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC Secretary (May 14, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 21:41)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

LGBTQ pastor officiates at service
where SCC Secretary delivers sermon

John Cress
(SCC Secretary)

SCC Secretary delivers sermon
delivers sermon at Glendale

https://youtu.be/UhH5tCC4828?t=1299
https://youtu.be/UhH5tCC4828?t=401
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EXHIBIT A.8/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 37:03)

EXHIBIT A.8/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 37:55)

Speaker Alicia Johnston 
being introduced before 
sermon at Glendale

Speaker Alicia Johnston 
being introduced before 
sermon at Glendale

https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=2275
https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=2223
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EXHIBIT A.8/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 38:19)

EXHIBIT A.8/4: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:08:26)

Sermon at
Glendale

Alicia Johnston
(Former SDA Pastor)

Speaker Alicia Johnston 
being introduced before 
sermon at Glendale

https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=4106
https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=2299
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EXHIBIT A.8/5: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:20:10)

EXHIBIT A.8/6: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Alicia Johnston (July 16, 2022)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:20:10)

Alicia Johnston
(Former SDA Pastor)

Sermon at
Glendale

Remarks by LGBTQ pastor right
after sermon by Alicia Johnston

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=5218
https://youtu.be/tIN_agCqS9c?t=4810
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EXHIBIT A.8/7: Alicia Johnston's book on LGBTQ (Published January 2022)
Source: Alicia Johnston Homepage

https://pastoralicia.com/lgbtqadventists
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EXHIBIT A.9/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Speech by SDA Kinship President Floyd Poenitz (Feb. 4, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (January 31, 2023)

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid025KTfY1R12N7uJWc6e4PcNGa2cJQg8MF6DtDhi8xqZaZvgwXzQpwoUykvD6BJaQhdl
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EXHIBIT A.9/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Speech by SDA Kinship President Floyd Poenitz (Feb. 4, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 36:32)

 
EXHIBIT A.9/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Speech by SDA Kinship President Floyd Poenitz (Feb. 4, 2023)

Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:50:30)

Glendale Pastor introducing
SDA Kinship at Glendale
Kinship Sabbath

Todd Leonard
(Glendale Pastor)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

LGBTQ Pastor remarks right after
sermon of the Widmers during  
Glendale Kinship Sabbath

https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=6630
https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=2192
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EXHIBIT A.9/4: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Speech by SDA Kinship President Floyd Poenitz (Feb. 4, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 53:38)

 
SPEECH BY FLOYD POENITZ
President, SDA Kinship International

Full speech duration is about 15 minutes.
Timestamp 51:28 (go there) - 1:03:16

SPEECH TRANSCRIPT EXCERPT

Timestamp: 54:01 (go there) - 55:06
“So yes, my name is Floyd Poenitz and I’m president of Seventh Day Adventist Kinship International. And some 
of you may ask, what is SDA Kinship? Back in the 1970s, a young gay Adventist in New York City put an ad in 
an international gay news magazine called The Advocate. And it read something like this. It was just a short little 
ad in the back. It says, I’m a gay Adventist. Are there any others? That is the common feeling growing up and 
realizing that you’re gay or lesbian or bisexual or intersex or trans and feeling that surely you must be the only 
one in the whole world that feels like this. The cause is mainly because historically no one in the church talked 
about feelings, about sex, about orientation. And if it was talked about or mentioned in the sermon, it was only in 
a negative way. Surprisingly, this person received dozens of responses. Soon there were two other ads placed 
with similar responses. And that was the beginning of Seventh Day Adventist Kinship International.”

Timestamp: 56:50 (go there) – 57:10
“Dialogue, sharing stories, must start with members of the local congregation like you and expand like ripples on 
a lake. If you aren’t already a part of SDA Kinship, I invite you to go to our website, stakinship.org, and sign up 
there. It doesn’t matter if you’re a queer member, a family member of an LGBTQIA+ member, or just an ally who 
loves people and believes that God loves all of his children equally.”

SDA Kinship President speech
at Glendale Kinship Sabbath

Floyd Poenitz
(SDA Kinship President)

https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=3400
https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=3241
https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=3088
https://youtu.be/7NYM5cYMBFI?t=3221
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EXHIBIT A.10/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Aaron Van Voorhis (June 24, 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 31:55)

EXHIBIT A.10/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Aaron Van Voorhis (June 24, 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 40:48)

Sermon at
Glendale

Aaron Van Voorhis
(Non-SDA Pastor)

Sermon at
Glendale

Aaron Van Voorhis
(Non-SDA Pastor)

https://youtu.be/WaRANxG60_w?t=2448
https://youtu.be/WaRANxG60_w?t=1912
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EXHIBIT A.10/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Aaron Van Voorhis (June 24, 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 41:55)

EXHIBIT A.10/4: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by Aaron Van Voorhis (June 24, 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 42:39)

Sermon at
Glendale

Aaron Van Voorhis
(Non-SDA Pastor)

Remarks by LGBTQ Pastor right
after sermon by Aaron Van Voorhis

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/WaRANxG60_w?t=2559
https://youtu.be/WaRANxG60_w?t=2516
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EXHIBIT A.11/1: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/October-7-2023-1.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.11/2: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/October-7-2023-1.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.11/3: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

 

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/October-7-2023-1.pdf


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 68 / 248

EXHIBIT A.11/4: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/October-7-2023-1.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.11/5: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 9:15)

EXHIBIT A.11/6: LGBTQ Pastor at Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Director (October 7, 2023)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 30:19)

LGBTQ pastor officiating at service
where SCC LA Metro Region Director
delivers a sermon

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

SCC LA Director affirming LGBTQ 
pastor’s ministry at Glendale

Danny Chan
(SCC LA Director)

https://youtu.be/PAkutVdzZwg?t=1818
https://youtu.be/PAkutVdzZwg?t=550
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EXHIBIT A.12/1: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/2: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/3: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/4: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/5: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/6: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/7: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/8: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/February-1-2025-Final-Draft.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.12/9: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video       (Timestamp: 14:56)

Call to Worship

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=896


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 79 / 248

EXHIBIT A.12/10: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 28:15)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

URIEL HERINIRINA
Current Senior Pastor, Glendale City Church

Glendale Senior Pastor: 2024 – Present

Note: Bolded transcript sentences correspond to the video captions shown in the screenshot above.

“Good morning, church. Good morning, everyone. My task today is to be one that facilitates the words of others, 
but I will take a little bit of time to share a few words myself on this beautiful and bittersweet day. A sacred 
moment, indeed.

But I'd like to extend a welcome to, a special welcome to Leif's family before I begin. Yes, let's give them a round
of applause. Taylor, welcome again. It's good to see you. Leif's companion, you can't do this work without 
someone strong by your side. And as we honor Leif today, we honor you also. Sonia and Hussein, thank you for 
being here. Thank you for joining us in this beautiful celebration. Liesl and Mike also, it's our first time meeting, 
so I'm excited to hear more about your lives in a bit. But I wanted to acknowledge you guys for being here from 
the pulpit, as well as Emery and Elise. This is your playground. Do with it what you want.

But welcome, welcome to our lovely community on this special day. A day where we honor the journey of a 
faithful servant. That's really what we're doing. Leif, I think, has been a testament of what faithfulness to 
something sacred, what that looks like over a course of most of your life, really, isn't it? But we're here to look 
back in gratitude, to look back in affirmation of a legacy of impact.

Many people here can speak of Leif's impact in your own lives. I'll let you share that with him personally later. But 
also a legacy of dedication and a legacy of deep care. I'll spend a little bit of time with that last one here, deep care.

[continued on next page]

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor)

Senior pastor welcomes 
attendees of the service
and family of LGBTQ pastor

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=1695


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 80 / 248

EXHIBIT A.12/10: Continued from previous page.

Leif, thank you for teaching us how to care deeply for people. Thank you for teaching us how to care deeply for 
words. From the first time we've met, from our first emails and phone call, it was clear to me that you are 
someone that does not take the world of words lightly, and that you've committed yourself to understanding them
and to using words in a way that creates life in this world with grace and beauty. And a deep care for all things 
sacred. And so today we thank God for calling and anointing Pastor Leif into the work of ministry, the caring of 
souls, the curing of souls.

But also we thank God for bringing him into our community here for the past 20 years. This is a celebration of 
your ministry, but selfishly it's also for us, for the 20 years that you spent here. And yeah, it is a beautiful, as I 
said, but bittersweet day.

I can speak from a personal perspective that these few months that I started here would look very different 
without your grace and your wise, your guidance in my life and making my work here a lot easier than it could 
have been. Thank you so much for staying an extra few months. If you don't notice, he was ready to leave as I 
was coming in and he decided to stay a little longer, and I'm so appreciative of that.

And again, welcome to the family, but also thank you for sharing Leif with us. I'm a pastor's child myself. 
Sometimes it's difficult. Sometimes it's unfair. Sometimes, you know, the pastor has to take time away from 
important family matters to attend to other family matters. And so, you know, we honor you guys as well as we 
honor Leif today.

Thank you for sharing your father with us, your [Taylor’s] husband with us. I will now invite Beth, and I will shut 
up, and let Beth share a little bit more about Leif's wonderful history and call to ministry.

Thank you for being here.”



Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 81 / 248

EXHIBIT A.12/11: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 32:53)

EXHIBIT A.12/12: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video YouTube Video (Timestamp: 41:57)

Presenting the life story
of LGBTQ pastor

Presenting the life story of LGBTQ 
pastor. Words spoken and picture
shown during slide presentation.

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=2517
https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=1973


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 82 / 248

EXHIBIT A.12/13: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 44:58)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

DANNY CHAN
Current Executive Secretary, Southern California Conference

SCC Executive Secretary: 2024 - Present
SCC LA Director: 2019 - 2024

(Delivered via video message on church screen)

"Good morning, Glendale City Church, my name is Danny Chan. It was my privilege for five years to be the LA 
Metro Region Director, and as a director, I had the tremendous privilege of collaborating with churches and 
supporting church leaders, Glendale City being one of them. During that time, it was my sincere privilege and 
honor to collaborate with the pastors and leaders, including Leif Lind, who today we have the bittersweet 
opportunity to to send off into retirement.

Leif, unfortunately I had commitments to be at another place today, but today I just wanted to wish you from the 
bottom of our hearts tremendous gratitude for all the ways that you have served the Glendale City Church 
community and beyond. For almost 21 years you have served the Glendale City community and thank you so so
much for all the love, the care, the support, all of the administration, all the different ways that you poured into 
people's lives. It is such a testament to God's grace to see that grace being demonstrated in your life as you've 
poured into so many lives throughout all those years.

Thank you, thank you, thank you from all of us here at Southern California Conference for all the ways that you 
poured into ministry and we wish you all of God's blessings as you step into a new chapter in your life.

Thank you so much."

Official message
from SCC Secretaty

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=2698
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EXHIBIT A.12/14: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 46:38)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

JOHN CRESS
Current President, Southern California Conference

SCC President: 2024 - Present
SCC Executive Secretary: 2016 – 2024

(Delivered via video message on church screen)

"[Leif] Lind, I just wanted to take this moment to give you my heartfelt gratitude for your nearly 21 years of 
ministry there at the City Church. Your compassion and empathy and unwavering heart for both your members 
and the community has been a real reflection of Christ's love and his heart. Thank you for walking alongside of 
them, sharing their joys, their struggles with wisdom and kindness and care.

Your ministry has made a lasting impact. I appreciate you so much. May God bless you abundantly as you move
into this next chapter of your life."

Official message
from SCC President

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=2798
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EXHIBIT A.12/15: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 47:32)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

VELINO SALAZAR
Former President, Southern California Conference

SCC President: 2015 - 2024
SCC Executive Secretary: 2003 - 2015

(Delivered via video message on church screen)

"Thank you for the opportunity to express appreciation for the ministry that Leif Lind has done at the Glendale 
City Church. Actually, the ministry that he has done from that church has gone to all the community related to 
that church far and near. His affable personality, his compassionate spirit, and his passionate pastoral care 
made his ministry impactful in the life of so many people that only in heaven we will know the impact of his 
ministry over the years.

Also, I want to take the opportunity to welcome him into the retirement team after so many years of ministry, and 
I wish the Lord continue blessing you and your life and your ministry, because once we are in this service to 
God, we'll never stop doing this. God bless you, my friend, and I wish you the best."

Official message
from former SCC President

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=2852
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EXHIBIT A.12/16: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:06:52)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

URIE HERINIRINA
Current Senior Pastor, Glendale City Church

Glendale Senior Pastor: 2024 - Present

Note: Bolded transcript sentences correspond to the video captions shown in the screenshot above.

"Can I invite Pastor Brett Poynter at this moment? And Taylor, you want to come up as well, please, for the 
prayer of blessing?

It is my honor also today to present to you Pastor Brett Poynter from the SCC [Southern California 
Conference]. He's the newly elected LA Metro Region Director, of which our church is part of.

And this is his first visit to our community, and so we're so grateful that you'd be here today on such a special 
occasion, and joining in some of the unique features of our community. Thank you for being here, and thank you 
for your word of prayer for this wonderful minister of our conference.

May I also invite all the elders to come here at present, and we will lay our hands on Leif here for the prayer."

Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director)

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor)

Senior pastor introducing
SCC LA Director Poynter

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=4010
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EXHIBIT A.12/17: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:08:09)

FULL TRANSCRIPT

BRETT POYNTER
Current LA Metro Region Director, Southern California Conference

SCC LA Metro Region Director: 2024 – Present

Note: Bolded transcript sentences correspond to the video captions shown in the screenshot above.

Brett Poynter speaks the prayer of blessing as he and all others lay hands upon Leif Lind.

"Pastor Leif, as I'm new to this position, you are seasoned and wise, and I wish I could see you in ministry here 
longer to learn from you. And I know as this church finds your replacement, as you are enjoying your leave and 
extra time, it will probably take two or three individuals to fill your spot. One of my new roles is assessing 
churches for health, and I see, it's my observation, that this church you are leaving healthier than it was when 
you came. God is working through you. Let's now have a prayer blessing for your newfound freedom, change in 
life.

Heavenly Father, we are here united as a church family to adore you and say thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for blessing us with Pastor Leif.

You came into his life when he was so young and melted his heart because of the gospel. So thank you for 
doing that. Thank you for empowering him, and thank you, Pastor Leif, for accepting Jesus as your Savior.

Thank you, Heavenly Father. We are here to say thank you, thank you, thank you for calling him into 
ministry, for blessing him, empowering him, and qualifying him, and bringing him here to Glendale City 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. And so as he takes his leave, we see his godly character.

[continued on next page]

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor) SCC Poynter & others laying

hands on LGBTQ pastor
to receive divine blessing

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

Taylor Ruhl Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director)

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=4089
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EXHIBIT A.12/17: Continued from previous page.

We see his steadfast love and long suffering as he emulates Jesus Christ, as he loves everyone, accepts, 
consoles, counsels, equips, mentors, teaches, and preaches the word so faithfully. Thank you for empowering 
him this way. And so as he takes his leave and finds a newfound freedom, we pray that it's blessed with no 
restrictions, no hindrance, so he can develop new relationships and continue fostering those that he has with 
family and friends.

We know his pastoral heart will never stop, and so we ask that as you have done in the past and up to today and
blessed his ministry, continue to bless him in this new era and new chapter in his life. May he continue to find 
avenues to lead people to Jesus through loving them, meeting their needs, and winning their hearts to our 
Heavenly Father.

And Father, as we close this prayer of blessing, not only bless his new life, but bless this church to carry on 
faithfully in his legacy by loving everyone, meeting their needs without prejudice or discrimination, and leading 
them to Jesus until you return.

So help us together to follow in his footsteps so we can finish this work and you can return. And now, as you 
have in the past, as Pastor Leif will be preaching in just a few moments, speak through him through the power of
your Holy Spirit as he leads us to Jesus. Yet again, we pray, bless him, bless us.

In Jesus' name. Amen.

EXHIBIT A.12/18: LGBTQ Pastor Farewell Service at Glendale City Church (February 1, 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:25:51)

LGBTQ pastor
delivering sermon

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/dpo-wR1Ru7o?t=5145
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EXHIBIT A.13/1: LGBTQ Pastor & Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Metro Region Director (January 10, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-10-2026-Bulletin.pdf?
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EXHIBIT A.13/2: LGBTQ Pastor & Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Metro Region Director (January 10, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage2.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-10-2026-Bulletin.pdf?
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EXHIBIT A.13/3: LGBTQ Pastor & Glendale Sermon by SCC LA Metro Region Director (January 10, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 22:52)

SCC LA Director delivers
sermon at Glendale

Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director

https://youtu.be/UjTL8dBmhSI?t=1372


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 91 / 248

EXHIBIT A.14/1: LGBTQ Inclusion & 120-Year Anniversary at Glendale City Church (January 31, 2026)
Source: Adventist Today Article (January 23, 2026)

https://atoday.org/glendale-city-church-celebrates-120-years-though-weekend-long-event/
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EXHIBIT A.14/2: LGBTQ Inclusion & 120-Year Anniversary at Glendale City Church (January 31, 2026)
Source: Adventist Today Article (January 23, 2026)

https://atoday.org/glendale-city-church-celebrates-120-years-though-weekend-long-event/
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EXHIBIT A.15/1: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/2: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/3: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/4: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/5: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/6: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/7: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/8: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/January-30-31-2026-Bulletin-120th.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.15/9: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 00:27)

EXHIBIT A.15/10: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 07:07)

Glendale pastor
welcoming SCC officers

Retired LGBTQ pastor 
conducting the Lithany of 
Thanks liturgy

Rebecca Barceló
(Glendale Pastor)

Leif Lind
(Retired Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=427
https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=87
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EXHIBIT A.15/11: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 26:28)

EXHIBIT A.15/12: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 32:57)

Glendale senior pastor 
announcing video messages 
from friends of Glendale

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor)

Message to Glendale from
SDA Kinship President

Rebecca Barceló
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=1978
https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=1584
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EXHIBIT A.15/13: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 32:57) / Image below shown on screen.

EXHIBIT A.15/14: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 36:33)

Introducing
SCC Officers

Rebecca Barceló
(Glendale Pastor)

SDA Kinship
President

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=2189
https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=1975
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EXHIBIT A.15/15: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 36:59)

EXHIBIT A.15/16: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 38:10)

SCC
Officers

Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director)

Danny Chan
(SCC Secretary)

John Cress
(SCC President)

Kathleen Diaz
(SCC Treasurer)

Letter read from SCC 
Officers to Glendale

John Cress
(SCC President)

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=2290
https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=2219
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FULL TRANSCRIPT
FRAMED CONGRATULATION LETTER

FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE
TO GLENDALE CITY CHURCH

Read by JOHN CRESS
Current President, Southern California Conference Officers to the Glendale City Church

January 31, 2026

"On behalf of the officers of the Southern California Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, it is our deep joy and
honor to congratulate Glendale City Church for the 120 years of faithful witness, vibrant community, and spirit-
led ministry.

Since your organization in the early 20th century, within just five years of the founding of the Southern California 
Conference itself, Glendale City Church has stood as one of the earliest enduring progressive expressions of 
Adventist faith in this region. Over 12 decades, you have embodied the spirit of welcome and compassion and 
justice that reflects the heart of Christ. Your congregation's commitment to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly 
has shaped the way you worship, serve, and engage the broader Glendale community.

From providing mercy and practical care through food assistance, prayer support, outreach partnerships, to 
courageous and compassionate ministry that embraces neighbors from all backgrounds, your church truly lives 
out the gospel in action. Glendale City Church has been and continues to be a community where all are 
welcome and known, where God excludes no one and neither do you. This Christ-centered community invites 
individuals and families to discover belonging, grow spiritually, and find purpose in life-giving relationships rooted
in God's love.

Throughout your history, this congregation has served as a place of worship and spiritual formation, where 
generations have gathered for Sabbath worship, prayer, and music that glorifies God. It's a hub of the 
community engagement, participating in collaborative efforts to bring peace, justice, and tangible care to 
individuals and families across Glendale. A source of encouragement and connection, helping people grow in 
faith, serve with compassion, and pursue justice in the city and beyond.

As one of the earliest churches in our conference, your enduring legacy testifies of God's faithfulness and the 
stewardship of countless leaders, volunteers, pastors, and members who have invested their lives in this 
congregation. We give thanks to God for your vibrant community that embodies what it means to be living 
relational expression of Jesus' love in a diverse urban context. Congratulations on 120 years of ministry.

May the Lord continue to richly bless your worship, your witness, and your work in loving God and your 
neighbors. Congratulations. Congratulations."
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EXHIBIT A.15/17: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 41:31)

FULL TRANSCRIPT
BIRTHDAY GIFT MESSAGE

FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE
TO GLENDALE CITY CHURCH

Read by KATHLEEN DIAZ
Current Treasurer, Southern California Conference

January 31, 2026

Dear church family, it is truly a privilege to be with you this morning as we celebrate 120th anniversary of the 
Glendale City Church.

For more than a century, this church has been a light in this community, and that faithfulness has not gone 
unnoticed. Throughout the years, you have embraced the mission of loving your community, welcoming others, 
and sharing the hope and love of Jesus. Each member has taken the mission personally, and today we honor 
that dedication and service.

Because of your continued commitment to ministry and outreach, the Southern California Conference would like 
to express its support by presenting a gift of $5,000 to help your ministries continue to grow and reach even 
more lives until Jesus comes back. And if the Lord has not yet returned, we look forward to gathering and giving 
again another praise to God celebrating 125th anniversary of this church, 120 years of proclaiming that Jesus 
loves all people, that he welcomes everyone, and that he is coming again soon.

On behalf of the Southern California Conference, thank you for your faithfulness, your service, and your powerful
witness in this community. May God continue to bless this church and its ministry. Praise God.

Cordially, the Southern California Conference.

Gift of $5000 from 
SCC to Glendale

Kathleen Diaz
(SCC Treasurer)

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=2491
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EXHIBIT A.15/18: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 43:37)

EXHIBIT A.15/19: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 1:06:39

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor)

Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director)

Danny Chan
(SCC Secretary)

John Cress
(SCC President)

Kathleen Diaz
(SCC Treasurer)

Uriel Herinirina
(Glendale Senior Pastor)

SCC hands over
framed congratulation letter

Sermon by Glendale
senior pastor

https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=3994
https://youtu.be/fweuHeUaEvw?t=2617
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EXHIBIT A.16/1: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Article (February 3, 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/stories/glendale-city-church-celebrates-120-years-of-faith-community-and-service/
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EXHIBIT A.16/2: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Article (February 3, 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/stories/glendale-city-church-celebrates-120-years-of-faith-community-and-service/
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EXHIBIT A.16/3: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Video (February 3, 2026) (Timestamp: 00:00)

EXHIBIT A.16/4: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Video (February 3, 2026) (Timestamp: 00:12)

Retired LGBTQ pastor in 
the SCC highlight video of 
the 120-Year Anniversary

Leif Lind
(Retired Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/5AEtPIOtefs?t=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AEtPIOtefs
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EXHIBIT A.16/5: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Video (February 3, 2026) (Timestamp: 01:08)

EXHIBIT A.16/6: LGBTQ Pastor & SCC Officers at 120-Year Anniversary of Glendale (January 31, 2026).
Source: Southern California Conference Video (February 3, 2026) (Timestamp: 02:32)

SCC
Officers

Brett Poynter
(SCC LA Director)

Danny Chan
(SCC Secretary)

John Cress
(SCC President)

Kathleen Diaz
(SCC Treasurer)

https://youtu.be/5AEtPIOtefs?t=152
https://youtu.be/5AEtPIOtefs?t=68
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EXHIBIT A.17/1: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (March 7, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/March-7-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.17/2: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (March 7, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/March-7-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.17/3: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (March 7, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 33:44)

Retired LGBTQ pastor
delivers sermon at Glendale

Leif Lind
(Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/Zig0n9Np1_8?t=2015
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EXHIBIT A.18/1: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (July 11, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/July-11-2026-FINAL-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.18/2: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (July 11, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/July-11-2026-FINAL-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.18/3: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (July 11, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/July-11-2026-FINAL-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.18/4: LGBTQ Pastor Continues Preaching at Glendale City Church (July 11, 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 24:44)

Retired LGBTQ pastor
delivers sermon at Glendale

Leif Lind
(Retired Glendale Pastor)

https://youtu.be/43W5MX4pAm4?t=1484
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EXHIBIT A.19/1: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 23, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/reports/we-are-here-glendale-city-church-attends-pride-in-the-park/
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EXHIBIT A.19/2: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 23, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/reports/we-are-here-glendale-city-church-attends-pride-in-the-park/
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EXHIBIT A.19/3: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 23, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/reports/we-are-here-glendale-city-church-attends-pride-in-the-park/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 122 / 248

EXHIBIT A.19/4: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 23, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/reports/we-are-here-glendale-city-church-attends-pride-in-the-park/
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EXHIBIT A.20/1: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin (May 30, 2026)

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/May-30-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.20/2: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin (May 30, 2026)

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/May-30-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.21/1: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: GlendaleOUT Facebook (May 7, 2026)  / GlendaleOUT Facebook (May 29, 2026)

https://www.facebook.com/glendaleOUT/posts/pfbid0372WnaJyj94eQ5k3QypJE79Hqn73qjqD6DYV6BbL7D2ohyUF9A4hfXHu2fi2w1r9Yl
https://www.facebook.com/glendaleOUT/posts/pfbid02gurtRyjBMG4313A7xEHpk3BT9YMTMkozbJ8TJtsQf9HQGEtENGrctb5Ezb8RmE79l
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EXHIBIT A.21/2: Pride Month Events with Glendale City Church (June 2026).
Source: GlendaleOUT Website - Official Event Video Highlights (June 2026)

FULL LYRICS TRANSCRIPT OF VIDEO MUSIC
Video plays a techno / house track about gay lifestyle with the following lyrics.

NOTE #1: Click the link at top of this page to see actual video
NOTE #2: The German / Spanish stanzas contain corresponding words as found in the first english stanza.

First stanza in English:
“I am not gay. I am super-gay. Gay. Gay. Gay. Gay. I am super-gay. Super-gay. Super-gay. Super-gay.
I am super-gay. Super-gay. Super-gay. Super-gay. I am super-gay.”

Second stanza in German:
“Ich bin nicht schwul. Ich bin super-schwul. Ich bin nicht schwul. Ich bin super-schwul. Ich bin nicht schwul.
Ich bin super-schwul. Ich bin nicht schwul. Ich bin super-schwul.”

Third stanza in Spanish:
“No soy gay. Soy super-gay. Super-gay. No soy gay. Soy super-gay. No soy gay. Soy super-gay. Super-gay. 
Soy super-gay. Super-gay. Soy super-gay. Super-gay.”

Video Screenshot   Video Screenshot
Closing title page   Glendale City Church pastor (left) (Timestamp 00:55)

https://www.glendaleout.org/since-2019?pgid=m8i0ul0v-e43851dd-5a38-4465-b0b2-a60c736205de
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EXHIBIT A.22/1: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretary Sermon at Glendale City Church (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-13-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.22/2: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretary Sermon at Glendale City Church (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-13-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.22/3: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretary Sermon at Glendale City Church (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-13-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.22/4: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretary Sermon at Glendale (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-13-2026-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.22/5: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretary Sermon at Glendale (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 33:56)

EXHIBIT A.22/6: Pride Month & SCC Executive Secretay Sermon at Glendale (June 13, 2026)
Source: Glendale City Church Video (Timestamp: 36:46)

Danny Chan
(SCC Executive Secretary)

SCC Executive Secretary 
delivers sermon at Glendale

Danny Chan
(SCC Executive Secretary)

SCC Executive Secretary 
delivers sermon at Glendale

https://youtu.be/iMXyhq3zfP4?t=2206
https://youtu.be/iMXyhq3zfP4?t=2150
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EXHIBIT A.23/1: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2020).
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (May 21, 2020)

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid02xEHPojwNHDN1NwKRFA9jbN9ntmhUtQr7RN9ftBRGeiYv29VJ4fAoqgPaUV9bGWSvl
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EXHIBIT A.23/2: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2021).
Source: Glendale City Church Instagram (June 1, 2021)

 

https://www.instagram.com/glendalecitychurch/p/CPla3aShLBX/
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EXHIBIT A.23/3: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2022).
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (June 1, 2022)

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid0V3wqJtdfTuJ26JSSgwkMD4LvKaVcxE3NVgySz6b9z7dGCjTbU4u8LVmWA3n2u2Bul
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EXHIBIT A.23/4: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2022).
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (June 10, 2022)

 

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid02mkRLYvitpCFMzLGmFNiJ8E89s7AycQxusMEU82TaDo7QKmUgTr9XZgkpRggC9XJ4l
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EXHIBIT A.23/5: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (June 1, 2023)

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid0u25eABNh19wrb6zrBXPzWUFBsywgMf3Ng2Mu6wjDxeu5EGEQttLVissKLc9Zon61l
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EXHIBIT A.23/6: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2023).
Source: Glendale City Church Facebook (May 25, 2023)

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/posts/pfbid026MCTvsFiqeqvArPVkp7b7CXT23d8QhEcWTMuuYkhjk2bEdMTkJwfhayfiHbNnMq8l
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EXHIBIT A.23/7: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin (June 7, 2025)

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-7-2025-Bulletin.pdf
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EXHIBIT A.23/8: Pride Month Events at Glendale City Church (June 2025).
Source: Glendale City Church Bulletin (June 7, 2025)

 

https://storage1.snappages.site/VNNFXR/assets/files/June-7-2025-Bulletin.pdf


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 140 / 248

EXHIBIT A.24/1: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #1: Glendale City Church Website - About Us (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://glendalecitychurch.org/about-us
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EXHIBIT A.24/2: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #2: Glendale City Church Website - Serving the City (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://glendalecitychurch.org/serving-the-city
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EXHIBIT A.24/3a: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #3: SDA Kinship Article on 120-Year Anniversary (February 3, 2026)

https://www.sdakinship.org/post/120-years-of-love-in-action
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EXHIBIT A.24/3b: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #3: SDA Kinship Article on 120-Year Anniversary (February 3, 2026)

https://www.sdakinship.org/post/120-years-of-love-in-action
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EXHIBIT A.24/3c: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #3: SDA Kinship Article on 120-Year Anniversary (February 3, 2026)

https://www.sdakinship.org/post/120-years-of-love-in-action
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EXHIBIT A.24/4: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #4: Glendale City Church Facebook (February 18, 2026)

Explanation: The comment above (February 18, 2026) by Glendale City Church at its Facebook channel refers 
to Floyd Poenitz’s (SDA Kinship International President) greeting to the Glendale City Church at its 120-Year 
Anniversary celebration on January 31, 2026 (Exhibit A.15/12-13) and his subsequent article about that event 
(Exhibit A.24/3a-c).

https://www.facebook.com/glendalecitychurch/photos/along-with-seventh-day-adventist-kinship-international-we-believe-that-gods-love/1340782411420657/
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EXHIBIT A.24/5a: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #5: SDA Kinship Website - About (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://www.sdakinship.org/about


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 147 / 248

EXHIBIT A.24/5b: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #5: SDA Kinship Website - About (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://www.sdakinship.org/about
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EXHIBIT A.24/5c: SDA Kinship Relations to Glendale City Church.
Source #5: SDA Kinship Website - About (Screenshot: July 2026)

 

https://www.sdakinship.org/about
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EXHIBIT A.25/1: Southern California Conference - Administration (2003-2026)
Source: Southern California Conference Constituency Session Website / SDA Yearbook

Year President Executive Secretary Treasurer LA Metro Region

Constituency Session 2003

2003 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2004 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2005 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2006 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2007 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

Constituency Session 2007

2007 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2008 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2009 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2010 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2011 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

Constituency Session 2011

2011 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2012 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2013 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2014 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2015 Larry Caviness Velino Salazar Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

Constituency Session 2015

2015 Velino Salazar Vacant / Interim Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2016 Velino Salazar John Cress Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2017 Velino Salazar John Cress Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2018 Velino Salazar John Cress Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

2019 Velino Salazar John Cress Sung Oh Gerard Kiemeney

Constituency Session 2019

2019 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

2020 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

2021 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

2022 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

2023 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

2024 Velino Salazar John Cress Orville Ortiz Danny Chan

Constituency Session 2024

2024 John Cress Danny Chan Kathleen Diaz Brett Poynter

2025 John Cress Danny Chan Kathleen Diaz Brett Poynter

2026 John Cress Danny Chan Kathleen Diaz Brett Poynter

Constituency period continues until 2028

Yelllow color = Current SCC officers and their previous SCC positions

https://www.adventistyearbook.org/old-yearbooks
https://www.sccsession.org/index.html
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EXHIBIT A.25/2: Southern California Conference – Administration Current (2026)
Source: Southern California Conference Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/administration/
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EXHIBIT A.25/3: Southern California Conference – Administration Current (2026)
Source: Southern California Conference Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/directory/personnel-directory/john-h-cress/
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EXHIBIT A.25/4: Southern California Conference – Administration Current (2026)
Source: Southern California Conference Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/directory/personnel-directory/danny-chan/
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EXHIBIT A.25/5: Southern California Conference – Administration Current (2026)
Source: Southern California Conference Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://scc.adventist.org/stories/scc-welcomes-brett-poynter-as-new-los-angeles-metro-region-director/
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EXHIBIT A.26/1: Southern California Conference - Glendale City Church Pastors (2004-2026).
Source: Various sources

Year Senior Pastor Main Associate Pastor

2004 Mitch Henson (since 1990) Leif Lind

2004 Mitch Henson Leif Lind

2005 Mitch Henson Leif Lind

2006 Mitch Henson Leif Lind

2007 Mitch Henson Leif Lind

2008 Leif Lind (Principal pastor for 6 months during search for new senior pastor)

2008 Smuts van Rooyen Leif Lind

2009 Smuts van Rooyen Leif Lind

2010 Smuts van Rooyen Leif Lind

2011 Smuts van Rooyen Leif Lind

2012 Smuts van Rooyen Leif Lind

2012 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2013 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2014 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2015 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2016 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2017 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2018 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2019 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2020 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2021 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2022 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2023 Todd Leonard Leif Lind

2023 - 2024 Leif Lind (Principal pastor for 12 months during search for new senior pastor)

2024 Uriel Herinirina Leif Lind

2025 Uriel Herinirina Leif Lind (up 2/2025)
Rebecca Barceló

2026 Uriel Herinirina Rebecca Barceló
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EXHIBIT A.26/2: Southern California Conference - Glendale City Church Pastors (2026).
Source: Southern California Conference LinkedIn (August 2024)

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sccadventists_sccadventists-newhire-employeespotlight-activity-7263234327830831104-leNk
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE EXHIBIT -- B
LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY (LSU) &
SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE (SECC)

Public Documentation Concerning

LGBTQ-Affirming Activities at La Sierra University and La Sierra University Church, with 
Southeastern California Conference Responsibility for the University Church

Occurrence
2020 – Present (2026)
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EXHIBIT B.1/1: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/2: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/3: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 161 / 248

EXHIBIT B.1/4: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/5: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/6: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/7: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/8: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/9: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/10: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/11: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/12: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 170 / 248

EXHIBIT B.1/13: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/14: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/
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EXHIBIT B.1/15: LGBTQ Affirmation Background at La Sierra University.
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (March 26, 2021)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/adventist-church-and-its-lgbt-members-part-3/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 173 / 248

EXHIBIT B.2/1: LGBTQ Affirmation by Church Board & Pastors at La Sierra University Church.
Source: SDA Kinship SS Instagram (September 25, 2019)

La Sierra Church - Board: September 24, 2018 (see statement below)
La Sierra Church - Business Session: January 2019

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/reel/B24hOwVBVEE/


Request for Conference Action to Request NAD Executive Committee Action Page 174 / 248

EXHIBIT B.2/2: LGBTQ Affirmation by Church Board & Pastors at La Sierra University Church.
Source: SDA Kinship SS Instagram (October 28, 2023) / LSU Church Pastoral Staff (Current)

https://lasierra.church/pastoral-staff/
https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/Cy7uu6fugnE/
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EXHIBIT B.3/1: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church.
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Facebook (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SDAKINSHIPSS/
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EXHIBIT B.3/2: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2019)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (September 22, 2019)

 

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/B2ufI_YHkNb/
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EXHIBIT B.3/3: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2019)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (September 22, 2019)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/B2ujl2ZHJ9w/
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EXHIBIT B.3/4: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2019)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (October 10, 2019)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/B3cdm-0hQSM/
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EXHIBIT B.3/5: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2019)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (October 12, 2019)

 

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/B3gmVObBvBl/
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EXHIBIT B.3/6: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2020)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (January 4, 2020)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/B64tyF2BrVv/
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EXHIBIT B.3/7: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2021)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (March 19, 2021)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/CMlphohBQll/
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EXHIBIT B.3/8: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2022)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (January 13, 2022)

 

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/CYpxsuClIL2/
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EXHIBIT B.3/9: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2023)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (February 6, 2023)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/CoT42DjOwc4/
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EXHIBIT B.3/10: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2023)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (April 26, 2023)

 

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/CrgL2VULC5u/
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EXHIBIT B.3/11: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2023)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (September 14, 2023)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/CxKefAmux3j/
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EXHIBIT B.3/12: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2026)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School (August 1, 2026) / Current Event List

 

https://www.sdakinship.org/event-list
https://www.sdakinship.org/event-details/kinship-sabbath-school-2026-08-01-10-00
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EXHIBIT B.3/13: LGBTQ Kinship Sabbath School at La Sierra University Church (2026)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (February 21, 2026)
(Photo taken of actual La Sierra Universtiy Church Bulletin Board)

https://www.instagram.com/kinshipsabbathschool/p/DVCH_Tikv6b/
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EXHIBIT B.4/1: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/2: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/3: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/4: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/5: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/6: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/7: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/8: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.4/9: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Spectrum Magazine Article (June 10, 2026)

https://spectrummagazine.org/news/sabbath-school-class-hosts-lavender-graduation-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates/
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EXHIBIT B.5/1: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Adventist Today Article (May 18, 2026)

https://atoday.org/la-sierra-university-to-host-lavender-graduation-honoring-lgbtq-students/
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EXHIBIT B.5/2: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Adventist Today Article (May 18, 2026)

https://atoday.org/la-sierra-university-to-host-lavender-graduation-honoring-lgbtq-students/
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EXHIBIT B.6/1: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026)
Source: Raincross Gazette Article (May 15, 2026)

https://www.raincrossgazette.com/la-sierra-university-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates-at-lavender-graduation-ceremony/
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EXHIBIT B.6/2: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Raincross Gazette Article (May 15, 2026)

https://www.raincrossgazette.com/la-sierra-university-to-honor-lgbtq-graduates-at-lavender-graduation-ceremony/
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EXHIBIT B.7/1: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Tangerine Octopus at Squarespace (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://tangerine-octopus-epz2.squarespace.com/
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EXHIBIT B.7/2: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: Tangerine Octopus at Squarespace (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://tangerine-octopus-epz2.squarespace.com/
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EXHIBIT B.7/3: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2026 (June 5, 2026).
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (April 24, 2026)

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DXgJsPAAgBw/
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EXHIBIT B.8/1: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2020 (June 7, 2020)
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (May 22, 2020)

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CAgt3WEB3zy/
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EXHIBIT B.8/2: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2022 (June 3, 2022).
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (May 19, 2022)

https://www.instagram.com/p/CdxUQWLuYAC/
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EXHIBIT B.8/3: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2023 (June 3, 2023).
Source: La Sierra Church Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (May 5, 2023)

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cr2nYuFuaLw/
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EXHIBIT B.8/4: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduation 2024 (May 31, 2024).
Source: Riverside Pride Promotion (May 2024)

https://www.riversideprideie.org/event/la-sierra-university-church-lavender-graduation/
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EXHIBIT B.8/5: La Sierra University LGBTQ Lavender Graduations 2025 (June 6, 2025).
Source: Kinship Sabbath School Instagram (May 25, 2025)

https://www.instagram.com/p/DKGcbMYxOlm/
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EXHIBIT B.9/1: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #1: La Sierra University Website (June 9, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/state-sen-cervantes-to-give-la-sierra-commencement-address-university-preps-to-graduate-hundreds/
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EXHIBIT B.9/2: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #1: La Sierra University Website (June 9, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/state-sen-cervantes-to-give-la-sierra-commencement-address-university-preps-to-graduate-hundreds/
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EXHIBIT B.9/3: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #1: La Sierra University Website (June 9, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/state-sen-cervantes-to-give-la-sierra-commencement-address-university-preps-to-graduate-hundreds/
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EXHIBIT B.9/4: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #2: La Sierra University Website (June 17, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
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EXHIBIT B.9/5: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #2: La Sierra University Website (June 17, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
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EXHIBIT B.9/6: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #2: La Sierra University Website (June 17, 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
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EXHIBIT B.9/7: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #2: La Sierra University Website (June 17, 2026)

 

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
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EXHIBIT B.9/8: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #2: La Sierra University Website (June 17, 2026)

 

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
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EXHIBIT B.9/9: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #3: La Sierra University Video (Timestamp: 30:30)

EXHIBIT B.9/10: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #3: La Sierra University Video (Timestamp: 41:00 - 43:00)

Christon Arthur
LSU President

Brad Newton
Chairman, LSU Board of Trustees

President, Pacific Union Conference of SDA

Leslie Martin
LSU Provost

Leslie Martin
LSU Provost

Christon Arthur
LSU President

Brad Newton
LSU Board Chair

Sabrina Cervantes
CA State Senator

https://vimeo.com/1201084227?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=41m00
https://vimeo.com/1201084227?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=30m30s
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EXHIBIT B.9/11: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #3: La Sierra University Video (Timestamp: 43:00)

LSU President Christon Arthur’s Full Medallion Award Speech for Senator Cervantes

“There's an award, Presidential Medallion Award.

I reserve that award for persons who provide a distinguished service that reflects and represents the values of 
La Sierra University. And this morning, I am deeply pleased and honored to ask someone whose life is a life of 
service. As at La Sierra University, our motto reflects to seek, to know, to serve.

Service permeates everything that we do. Our recipient today embarked upon a career of public service. And her
life exemplifies what we stand for. Her career has been centered on serving others. Especially communities that 
too often feel overlooked, underserved, marginalized, vulnerable. Whether advocating for students, supporting 
working families, or investing in the future of the Inland Empire, our awardee demonstrates that leadership is 
ultimately an act of service.

That spirit of service deeply aligns with who we are. In a few minutes, you'll hear from her as she gives her 
commencement address. We're going to invite to join me up front, our Senator Serena Cervantes, to receive  
this distinguished award from us this morning.

In honoring the Senator today, we affirm the importance of servant leadership. Leadership that seeks justice, 
values human dignity, and works to create for all opportunities that it does so deserve.”

Brad Newton
LSU Board Chair

Christon Arthur
LSU President

Leslie Martin
LSU Provost

Sabrina Cervantes
CA State Senator

Medallion AwardeeClapping of hands by Board of Trustee Chair Brad Newton
and others on the platform while the LSU Presidential 
Medallion is being bestowed by Provost Leslie Martin.

https://vimeo.com/1201084227?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=43m00s
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EXHIBIT B.9/12: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #3: La Sierra University Video (Timestamp: 44:58)

EXHIBIT B.9/13: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes at La Sierra University (June 14, 2026).
Source #4: Senator Sabrina Cervantes Instagram Post & Video

 

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DZlmEzwyjD7/
https://vimeo.com/1201084227?fl=pl&fe=cm#t=44m58s
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EXHIBIT B.10/1: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes Background.

PUBLIC PROFILE (1): Public statements about or by Sabrina Cervantes regarding her own LGBTQ identity.

Date Source / Setting LGBTQ statements about or by Cervantes Source links

2015
Nov. 24

Bay Area Reporter

Report on California 
LGBTQ legislative 
candidates

Report states: “There are at least 12 gay or 
lesbian ... candidates seeking state Senate or 
Assembly seats next year … New to the 
candidates list are Sabrina Cervantes, a lesbian
...”

Bay Area LGBTQ 
Reporter

2019
Dec. 16

Bay Area Reporter

Report on California 
LGBTQ legislative 
representatives

Report states: “A lesbian assemblywoman in 
California has made history … According to 
Cervantes' office, she is the first openly LGBT 
California state legislator”

Cervantes states: “My wife and I are blessed to 
welcome our three newborns into the world.”

Bay Area LGBTQ 
Reporter

2022
Dec. 2

Spectrum News

Report on LGBTQ profile 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus representative

Report states: “She [Sabrina Cervantes] is the 
first open LGBTQ female, first Latina millennial, 
and first Inland Empire lawmaker to chair the 
caucus.”

Cervantes states: “My wife and I actually went 
through this process”, referring to legislation 
affecting LGBTQ parents and adoption rights.

Spectrum News

California Legislature 
Latino Caucus News

2023
June 5

California Assembly

Pride Month Resolution
(HR 33)

Cervantes states: “As a proud member of the 
LGBTQ Caucus, as a proud, queer Latina.”

California Assembly 
Video & Transcript

2024
June 3

California Assembly

Pride Month Resolution
(HR 101)

Cervantes states: “I’m a proud member of our 
LGBTQ caucus and a proud queer Latina” , and
“I’m also the mother of triplets who are growing 
up in a same-sex family.”

California Assembly 
Video & Transcript

2024 Sabrina For Senate

Promotion Webpage for 
her California Senate 
candidacy

“Meet Sabrina” page states: “She is also the 
first openly LGBTQ+ Latina to represent Wes-
tern Riverside County in the Legislature. …
Sabrina and her wife, Courtney, are the proud 
parents of triplets.”

Sabrina For Senate 
Promotion

2025
Sept. 18

California Senate

California Legislative 
LGBTQ Caucus Vice 
Chair news

Cervantes states: “As a proud lesbian Latina 
and mother of three, I know the challenges that 
LGBTQ+ families face every day.”

California Senate 
News

2026
April 24

Lesbian Visibility Week

Public social-media  
featuring Senators 
Cervantes and Menjivar 
promoting their identities 
as lesbian legislators

Senators Cervantes and Menjivar introduce 
themselves as lesbians serving in the California
Senate and promote Lesbian Visibility Week.

Cervantes and Menjivar jointly state: “This  
week we are visible lesbians. … The [California]
LGBTQ Caucus was founded by four lesbians. 
Of course lesbians got it done. … We’re still 
visible lesbians. Visible while presenting bills, 
visible in committees, visible on the senate 
floor…. Yes, still visible. … Happy Lesbian 
Visibility Week.”

California LGBTQ 
Instagram Video

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DXfpdfODznj/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DXfpdfODznj/
https://sd31.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-cervantes-named-vice-chair-california-legislative-lgbtq-caucus
https://sd31.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-cervantes-named-vice-chair-california-legislative-lgbtq-caucus
https://sabrinacervantes.com/meet-sabrina-cervantes/
https://sabrinacervantes.com/meet-sabrina-cervantes/
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/hearings/258052#t=1470&f=ad3e3f1397091045c8583e5e60b35af7
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/hearings/258052#t=1470&f=ad3e3f1397091045c8583e5e60b35af7
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/hearings/257206#t=488&f=63ac2be0cdfb0e9f6f1f11869a312e8c
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/hearings/257206#t=488&f=63ac2be0cdfb0e9f6f1f11869a312e8c
https://latinocaucus.legislature.ca.gov/news/december-02-2022-spectrum-news-1-assemblywoman-cervantes-looks-uplift-all-latinos-california
https://latinocaucus.legislature.ca.gov/news/december-02-2022-spectrum-news-1-assemblywoman-cervantes-looks-uplift-all-latinos-california
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/ca/california/inside-the-issues/2022/12/02/asm--cervantes-looks-to-uplift-all-latinos-in-california
https://www.ebar.com/story/285670
https://www.ebar.com/story/285670
https://www.ebar.com/story/32375
https://www.ebar.com/story/32375
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EXHIBIT B.10/2: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes Background.

PUBLIC PROFILE (2): Role of Sabrina Cervantes in the California Legislature LGBTQ Caucus.

Date Role / Activity Description Source links

2002
Founded

California Legislative 
LGBTQ Caucus

Purpose and Context

LGBTQ Caucus states that it was formed in 
2002 to provide a forum for legislators to 
discuss issues affecting LGBTQ Californians 
and to further equality and justice. It describes 
California as the first state to officially form a 
caucus of openly LGBTQ state legislators.

LGBTQ Caucus - 
About Us

2017
March 30

California Legislative
LGBTQ Caucus

Membership of
Cervantes in 2017

LGBTQ Caucus letter to NCAA lists Assembly 
member Sabrina Cervantes as co-signer and 
thus a LGBTQ Caucus member already during 
her first year in office. Note letter content:

“As you may be aware, last year California 
passed Assembly Bill 1887, which bans Cali-
fornia state funded travel to states with laws 
that discriminate against .. LGBTQ community.”

Assembly Bill 1887 states:

“(4) The exercise of religious freedom should 
not be a justification for discrimination.             
(5) California must take action to avoid suppor-
ting or financing discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender people.”

LGBTQ Caucus Letter

2025
Aug. 20

California Legislative
LGBTQ Caucus

New Vice Chair
Sabrina Cervantes

LGBTQ Caucus announced August 20, 2025 
that Cervantes was unanimously elected Vice 
Chair effective September 15, 2025.

In accepting the position, Cervantes stated:

“As a proud lesbian Latina and mother of three, 
I know the challenges that LGBTQ+ families 
face every day. I will lift up the voices of our 
communities as we confront the alarming rise in
anti-LGBTQ+ hate. … I remain committed to 
advancing dignity, equity, and opportunity for all
LGBTQ+ Californians.”

LGBTQ Caucus 
Announcement

California Senate 
Announcement

2025–
Present

California Legislative
LGBTQ Caucus

Current Members

LGBTQ Caucus official membership page lists 
Senator Sabrina Cervantes (Vice Chair), with 
Chair Assembly Member Christopher Ward and
its other members.

LGBTQ Caucus 
Memberships

https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/members
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/members
https://sd31.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-cervantes-named-vice-chair-california-legislative-lgbtq-caucus
https://sd31.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-cervantes-named-vice-chair-california-legislative-lgbtq-caucus
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/node/213
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/node/213
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/system/files/2024-08/20170330-NCAA_0.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB1887
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/about-us
https://lgbtqcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/about-us
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EXHIBIT B.10/3: LGBTQ Commencement Speaker Sabrina Cervantes Background.

PUBLIC PROFILE (3): Role of Sabrina Cervantes in LGBTQ-Related California Legislation (partial sample list)

Year / 
Measure

Cervantes’s Role LGBTQ-Related Subject / Status Source

2018 - 
2026

LGBTQ 
Pride 
Months

Lead author / Principal 
Coauthor / Coauthor

LGBTQ & Pride Month (annual initiatives):

AB 2969 (2018, forces governor to annually 
declare June a Pride Month), HR 41 (2019), HR
51 (2021), HR 114 (2022), HR 33 (2023), HR 
101 (2024), SR 48 (2025), SR 116 (2026).
All adopted.

AB 2969 (2018)
HR 41 (2019)
HR 51 (2021)
HR 114 (2022)
HR 33 (2023)
HR 101 (2024)
SR 48 (2025)
SR 116 (2026)

2019
AB 493

Coauthor LGBTQ & Teachers: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and questioning pupil 
resources and training. Enacted.

AB 493 (2019)

2021
AB 2436

Lead author LGBTQ & Death certificates: Removed 
gendered parent labels; required parents’ 
names and relationships. Enacted.

AB 2436 (2021)

2022
AB 2466

Lead Author LGBTQ & Foster care: Barred placement 
denial based on parents’ sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression. Enacted.

AB 2466 (2022)

2022
SB 107

Coauthor LGBTQ & Transgender care: Restricted out-
of-state subpoenas, arrests, and custody 
actions over gender-affirming care. Enacted.

SB 107 (2022)

2022
SB 923

Coauthor LGBTQ & Transgender-inclusive health 
care: Required TGI cultural-competency trai-
ning and provider-directory standards. Enacted.

SB 923 (2022)
Senate Statement

2023
AB 5

Coauthor LGBTQ & Schools: Required annual cultural-
competency training for grades 7–12 teachers 
and certificated staff. Enacted.

AB 5 (2023)

2023
AB 223

Coauthor LGBTQ & Transgender Youth Privacy: 
Required courts to keep minors’ gender/sex-
identifier change petitions confidential. Enacted.

AB 223 (2023)

2023
AB 760

Lead author LGBTQ & Colleges: Required affirmed names 
and gender identity in records unless legal 
names/gender were required. Enacted.

AB 760 (2023)

2023
AB 1163

Principal coauthor LGBTQ & Intersex data: Expanded state 
collection of sexual orientation, gender identity 
and intersex status. Enacted.

AB 1163 (2023)

2024
AB 1955

Principal coauthor LGBTQ & School Pupil Privacy: Barred 
schools from requiring disclosure of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Enacted.

AB 1995 (2024)

2025
SB 289

Lead Author LGBTQ & College gender discrimination: 
Proposed state oversight office for Title IX 
complaints and campus reporting. Died.

SB 289 (2025) ·

2026
SR 111

Principal coauthor LGBTQ International Day: Recognized Inter-
national Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, 
Interphobia, Transphobia. Adopted 2026.

SR 111 (2026)

2026
SB 1328

Lead Author LGBTQ Campus Support: Extended required 
campus contacts to branch/satellite sites for 
LGBTQ+ students/staff. Pending 2026.

SB 1328 (2026)

Cervantes Statement

2026
SB 934

Coauthor LGBTQ & Conversion Therapy: Expanded 
ban to sexual-orientation or gender-identity 
change efforts for minors. Pending 2026.

SB 934 (2026)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB934
https://sd31.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-cervantes-advocates-lgbtq-community-sb-1328-equity-higher-education-act-satellite
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1328
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SR111
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB289
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1955
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1163
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB760
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB223
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB5
https://sd11.senate.ca.gov/news/senator-wieners-1st-nation-transgender-inclusive-health-care-act-passes-assembly
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB923
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB107
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2466
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2436
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB493
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SR116
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SR48
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240HR101
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240HR33
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220HR114
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220HR51
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200HR41
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB2969
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EXHIBIT B.11: La Sierra University Presidential Medallion Awardee History (1990-2026)
Source: La Sierra University (Current website) / La Sierra University (Archived websites)

Graduation
Year (June)

LSU
President in Office

LSU
Presidential Medallion Recipient

Source
Link

1991 - 1993 Fritz Guy No ecipient --

1994 - 2007 Lawrence Geraty No recipient --

2008 - 2009 Randal Wisbey No recipient --

2010 Leonard Bailey
Pioneering Loma Linda heart-transplant surgeon.
SDA-affiliated.

LaSierra University
June 15, 2010

2011 Charles Scriven
Kettering College president and Adventist 
educator. SDA-affiliated.

La Sierra University
June 21, 2011

2012 - 2016 No recipient --

2017 Kristen Soares
AICCU President (Association of Independent 
California Colleges and Universities). Not SDA-
affiliated.

La Sierra University
June 20, 2017

2018 Marilene Wang
UCLA surgeon and La Sierra / Loma Linda 
University alumna. SDA-affiliated.

La Sierra University
June 18, 2018

2019 No recipient --

2020 - 2023 Joy Fehr No recipient --

2024 Richard Osborn
(Interim President)

No recipient --

2025 Christon Arthur No recipient --

2026 Christon Arthur Sabrina Cervantes
California State Senator. Not SDA-affiliated.

LSU President Christon Arthur stated that she 
“reflects and represents the values of La Sierra 
University”.

La Sierra University
June 9, 2026
June 17, 2026

Table notes

The table lists recipients of the La Sierra University honorary Presidential Medallion awarded to individuals,  
as identified in available La Sierra University sources and indexed historical materials. It excludes the medallion 
worn by La Sierra presidents as an insignia of office and presented during presidential inaugurations and 
installations. “No recipient” means that no honorary Presidential Medallion recipient was reported on any of     
the available current and archived La Sierra University webpages that were searched.

https://lasierra.edu/article/la-sierra-celebrates-378-graduates-cervantes-calls-for-grads-to-open-doors/
https://lasierra.edu/article/state-sen-cervantes-to-give-la-sierra-commencement-address-university-preps-to-graduate-hundreds/
https://lasierra.edu/article/speaker-cites-grads-contributions-offers-lessons-on-resilience/
https://lasierra.edu/article/aiccu-prez-tells-la-sierra-universitys-largest-graduating-class-dont-fear-detours/
https://lasierra.edu/article/scriven-tells-grads-find-passion-within-difficulty/
https://lasierra.edu/article/surgeon-challenges-grads-ask-questions-find-answers-that-influence/
https://www.lasierra.edu/
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EXHIBIT B.12/1: La Sierra University - Administration (1990-2026)
Source: SDA Yearbook

Year President Year Provost

6/1990 - 6/1993 Fritz Guy N/A N/A

7/1993 - 6/2007 Lawrence Geraty N/A N/A

7/2007 - 6/2019 Randal Wisbey N/A N/A

2016 - 2019 Joy Fehr

7/2019 - 9/2023 Joy Fehr 2019 - 2020 Cindy Parkhurst (Interim)

2020 - 2023 April Summit

10/2023 - 6/2024 Richard Osborn (Interim) 2023 - 2024 April Summit

7/2024 - Present Christon Arthur 2024 - 2026 Leslie Martin (Interim)

2026 - Present Leslie Martin

Yelllow background and bold fonts = Current LSU administrative leaders

https://www.adventistyearbook.org/old-yearbooks
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EXHIBIT B.12/2: La Sierra University - Administration (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/about/administration/
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EXHIBIT B.12/3: La Sierra University - Administration (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/president/
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EXHIBIT B.12/4: La Sierra University - Administration (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://lasierra.edu/provost/
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EXHIBIT B.13/1: La Sierra University - Board of Trustees (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Names in red: Conference/Union/GC representatives)

https://lasierra.edu/board-of-trustees/
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EXHIBIT B.13/2: La Sierra University - Board of Trustees (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Red names: LSU/Conference/Union/GC employees)

NOTE ON CHRIS OBERG:

Previous La Sierra Lead Pastor

Oberg was the previous La Sierra 
University Church lead pastor. 
During her time there, the LGBTQ 
Lavender Graduation was launched.

Gender Transition Ceremony

A few months after leaving La Sierra 
University Church (November 2021), 
Oberg officiated in a March 2022 
“Rite of Transition” of SDA Pastor 
Kris Loewen into Esther Loewen, 
who pastored until Summer 2021.

Loewen’s own report of the ritual 
program, lists Oberg as performing 
the “anointing and renaming” from 
Kris Loewen into Esther Loewen.

See evidence exhibits regarding the 
“Rite of Transition” in Exhibit B.14.

https://lasierra.edu/board-of-trustees/
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EXHIBIT B.13/3: La Sierra University - Board of Trustees (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Website (Names in red: Conference/Union/GC representatives)

https://lasierra.edu/board-of-trustees/
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EXHIBIT B.14/1: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #1: La Sierra University New & Returning Trustees

https://lasierra.edu/article/constituents-vote-eight-new-trustees-president-highlights-opportunities-challenges/
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EXHIBIT B.14/2: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/3: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/4: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/5: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/6: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/7: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/8: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/9: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/10: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/11: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

Chris Oberg

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.14/12: LSU Board Trustee Background (2026): Chris Oberg
Source #2: Esther Loewen Report on Rite of Transition / Rite of Transition Program Bulletin

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/554abd29e4b05e0078871312/t/6224e098b2a4724c0a2a1abb/1646583961010/Rite+Transition+-+Single+Sheets+(For+Website).pdf
https://estherloewen.com/writing-blog/2022/3/6/rite-of-transition-a-ritual-of-rebirth
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EXHIBIT B.15/1: Southeastern California Conference - Administration (2004-2026)
Source: SDA Yearbook

Year President Executive Secretary Treasurer

Constituency Session 2004

2004 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2005 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2006 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2007 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2008 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

Constituency Session 2008

2008 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2009 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2010 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2011 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Thomas Staples

2012 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Verlon Strauss

2013 Gerald Penick Sr. Sandra Roberts Verlon Strauss

Constituency Session 2013

2013 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2014 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2015 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2016 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2017 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2018 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

Constituency Session 2018

2018 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2019 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2020 Sandra Roberts Jonathan Park Verlon Strauss

2021 Sandra Roberts (out 09/2021) Jonathan Park (out 09/2021) Verlon Strauss

Jonathan Park (in 09/2021) Patricia Marruffo (in 09/2021)

2022 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

2023 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

Constituency Session 2023

2023 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

2024 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

2025 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

2026 Jonathan Park Patricia Marruffo Verlon Strauss

Constituency period continues until 2028

https://www.adventistyearbook.org/old-yearbooks
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EXHIBIT B.15/2: Southeastern California Conference - Administration Current (2026)
Source: SECC President / SECC Executive Secretary (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://seccadventist.org/executive-secretary/
https://seccadventist.org/president/
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EXHIBIT B.16/1: Southeastern California Conference - La Sierra University Church Pastors (2000-2026)
Source: La Sierra University Church     / Various sources

Year Lead Pastor Associate Pastors / Selected Comments

2000 Daniel Smith (since 1994) Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2001 Daniel Smith Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2002 Daniel Smith Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2003 Daniel Smith Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2004 Daniel Smith Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2005 Daniel Smith Chris Oberg (Family and Children)

2006 Daniel Smith

2007 Daniel Smith

2008 Daniel Smith

2009 Daniel Smith

2009 Chris Oberg

2010 Chris Oberg

2011 Chris Oberg

2012 Chris Oberg

2013 Chris Oberg

2014 Chris Oberg

2015 Chris Oberg

2016 Chris Oberg

2017 Chris Oberg

2018 Chris Oberg

2019 Chris Oberg

2020 Chris Oberg

2021 Chris Oberg

2022 Iki Taimi

2023 Iki Taimi

2024 Iki Taimi

2025 Iki Taimi Chris Oberg: Voted into Board of Trustees in 2025

2026 Iki Taimi Associate Pastors:
Dewald Kritzinger, Raewyn Orlich,
Ben Amoah, Elizabeth McDonald

https://lasierra.church/pastoral-staff/
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EXHIBIT B.16/2: Southeastern California Conference - LSUC Current Pastoral Staff (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Church (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://lasierra.church/pastoral-staff/
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EXHIBIT B.16/3: Southeastern California Conference - LSUC Current Pastoral Staff (2026)
Source: La Sierra University Church (Screenshot: July 2026)

https://lasierra.church/pastoral-staff/
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EXHIBIT B.16/4: Southeastern California Conference - LSU Church under Southeastern California Conference
Source: La Sierra University Church (eAdventist Directory) (Screenshot: August 2026)

https://www.eadventist.org/search/organization?locale=en&org=ANPMIB
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